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Memorandum of Writ Petition

(Under Article 226 of the Constitution of India)

IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH AT AMARAVATI

(Special Original Jurisdiction)

w.p.No. of 2025

Between:

...Petitioner

and

..Respondents

The address for service of all notices etc., on the above named Petitiones is

Advocates, # Flat No. 206, Block-D, Sri Chakra Residency, Navodaya Colony,

Tadepalli, Guntur District.

3) The Assistant Commissioner, 
Endowments Department 

Eluru, West Godavari District.

1) The State of Andhra Pradesh, rep. by its
Principal Secretary, Endowments Department, 

Secretariat, Velagapudi, Amaravati.

2) The Special Commissioner, Endowments 
Department, Gollapudi, Vijayawada,

Krishna.

Kamireddy Bhaskara Rao s/o Harinadh Babu, 
aged about 48 years, occ: Cultivation 
r/o Sriramavaram village, Dendluru Mandal 
West Godavari District.

that of his counsel M/s T.Arunachalam, V.P.C.Rao, V.V.Ramana, N.Radhika,



For the reasons stated in the accompanying affidavit, it is prayed that this

respondent authorities in proposing to conduct the auction of the lands in R.S.No.

160 and 161 corresponding to new R.S.Nos. 170 and 171 situated at Sriramavaram

village, Denduluru Mandal, West Godavri District, without any manner of right.

authority or claim whatsoever^ as being illegal/ arbitrary, unjust and unconstitutional

and to grant such other relief or reliefs as this Hon'ble Court deems fit and proper in

the circumstances of the case.

COUNSEL FOR PETITIONER
Amaravathi
Dated:

Hon'ble Court may be pleased to issue an appropriate Writ, Order or Direction, more 

particularly one in the nature of Writ Of |viandamus,to declare the action of the



WEST GODAVARI DISTRICT

W.P.NO. of 2025

WRIT PEirnON

Filed by:

COUNSEL FOR PETITIONER

M/sVenna G Sai Venkat (25279), 
Venna Ravi Teja, 
T. Arunachalam, 
N. Radhika 

Advocates

IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA 
PRADESH AT AMARAVATI
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH AT AMARAVATI

W.P.No. of 2025

Chronological Events

ANNEXURE-I

SI.No. Chronological Events

1.

Nil2.

Achaka.
Document

maintain
any 

Nagayya

Page 
No.

Para 
No.

If 
the

Date of 
Document 

Nil

the temple 
reason the 

family

Sri Sitarama Swamy Temple situated at 
Sriramavaram Village in Denduluru 
Mandal, West Godavari District. It is a 
popular Temple in my village and that was 
constructed about 100 years back. 
Moreover, my predcccGGors and my family 
memberc maintain the Temple 
uninterruptedly and we have been 
conducting Nithya, Dhoopa, Deepa, 
Naivedyam in the Temple by engaging a 

There was a registered 
bearing No.643/1919, 

.registered in the office of..Sub-Register, 
Bhimadolu, West Godavari District in 
favour of Sri Sita Ramaswamy Temple 
situated Sriramavaram Village, Denduluru 
Mandal, West Godavari District settling 
landed property admeasuring Acr.5.69 
cents of agricultural land in old 
R.S.Nos:160 and 161 and new R.S.Nos. 
170 and 171 abutting the temple for the 
purpose of maintenance of subject temple 
and to conduct the Nithya Deepa, Dhupa, 
Naivedyam and Kalyananoshavamevery 
year in the said temple.____________ _
The above said property belongs to my 
great grandfather Sri KamireddyNagayya. 
In the recitals of the Doc.No. 643/1919, it 
is made clear that our family members, 
forever competent to retain the said 
property and 
uninterruptedly, 
successors of 
members fails to perform and look after 
the maintenance of the said temple, in



b

3. 26.04.2021

)0

4. 26.04.2021

5. 26.04.2021

such situation, the temple has to be 
handed overto the Endowment 
Department, as such our predecessors 
and ourselves management of the subject 
temple till date and from above stated 
facts it is crystal clear that the Endowment 
Department has no right whatsoever in 
respect of the subject temple and the 
appurtenant lands.____________________
The 2^^^ respondent herein issued 
proceedings Rc.No. J1/343/201 dt. 26-4- 
2021 notifying Sri Sita Ramaswamy 
Temple, situated at Sriramavaram village, 
Denduluru Mandal, West’ Godavari 
District, U/Sec. 6 (c) (ii) of A.P Charitable 
and Hindu Religious Institutions and 
Endowments Act, 1987. As seen from the 

.said proceedings, the 2nd respondent has 
directed the 3rd respondent to take steps 
for registration of subject temple U/Sec. 43 
of Endowments Act by following the said 
procedure and also to take steps to notify 
the properties of the subject temple under 
Section 22-A(1 )(C) of Registration Act. 
Challenging the proceedings of the 2"'’ 
respondent dt. 26.4.2021, I approached 
this Hon’ble Court and filed W.P.No.28588 
of 2021 and this Hon’ble Court after 
hearing the arguments of both sides at 
length, was pleased to grant interim day 
on 6-12-2021 granting stay of all further 
proceedings pursuant to the proceedings 
in Rc.No. J1/343/2021 dt. 26-4-2021 of the 
2"'^ respondent. In the meantime, this 
Hon’ble Court in the similar 
circumstances, was pleased to allow the 
W.P.No. 10283 of 2921 wherein the 
similar proceedings issued in respect of 
Sri NandikuntaVigneswara Swamy 

iTemple situated at Nadendla village and 
Mandal, Guntur District were set aside____
later the W.P.No. 28688 ot 2021 is also 
allowed setting aside the Procs. Dt. 
26.4.2021 directing the respondents to 
follow the procedure set out in the order
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ANNEXURE-I

1. U/Art. 226 of the Constitution of India.

—COUNSEL.EOR.PETITIONER 

I

2021 the 2"^^ 
proceedings 
29.4.2021.

dt. 22.11.201 passed in W.P.No. 1283 of 
respondent also issued the 
Rc.No. J1/350/2021 dt.

It is relevant to mention here 
that the Sriramavaram Gram Panchayat 
also passed a resolution expressing their 
unwillingness to publication of the subject 
temple and also confirmed about the 
possession of the appurtenant land of the 
temple in our favour and in this connection 
the Sarpanch, Sriramavarm Gram 
Pandhayat vide his letter addressed to 
the 3"^ respondent with a request to drop 
the proposal of the publication of the 
subject temple into Endowment 
Department.

Amaravathi 
;L)ated:_-J-2025



IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH AT AMARAVATI

W.P.No. of 2025
Between:

...Petitioner

and

..Respondents

AFFIDAVIT

1) I am the• petitioner herein and and as such I am well acquainted with the 
facts of the case.

I, Kamireddy Bhaskara Rao s/o Harinadh Babu, aged about 40 years, occ: 
Cultivation r/o Sriramavaram village, Dendluru Mandal, West Godavari District, now 
having temporarily come down to Amaravati, do hereby solemnly affirm and 
sincerely state on oath as follows: -

3) The Assistant Commissioner, 
Endowments Department 
Eluru, West Godavari District.

2) The Special Commissioner, 
Endowments Department, Gollapudi, 
Vijayawada, Krishna.

Kamireddy Bhaskara Rao s/o Harinadh Dabu, 
aged about 48 years, occ: Cultivation 
r/o Sriramavaram village, Dendluru Mandal 
West Godavari District.

1) The State of Andhra Pradesh, rep. by its 
Principal Secretary, Endowments Department, 
Secretariat, Velagapudi, Amaravati.

2) I submit that the present Writ Petition is filed questioning the action of the 
respondent authorities in proposing to conduct the auction of the land sin R.S.No. 
160 and 161 corresponding to new R.S.Nos. 170 and 171 situated at Sriramavaram 
village, Denduluru Mandal, West Godavri District, without any



5.1 further humbly submit that myself and my extended family members have been 
developing the temple day-by-day and conducting religious ceremonies and festivals, 
however allowing other devotees since God is universal, but without any

manner of right, or claim whatsoever, as being illegal, arbitrary, unjust and 
unconstitutional.

3

4. I submit that the above said property belongs to my great grandfather Sri 
KamireddyNagayya. In the recitals of the Doc.No. 643/1919, it is made clear that 
our family members, forever competent to retain the said property and maintain the 
temple uninterruptedly. If any reason the successors of the Naqayya family 
members fails to perform and look after the maintenance of the said temple, in such 
situation, the temple has to be handed overto the Endowment Department, as such 
our predecessors and ourselves management of the subject temple till date and 
from above stated facts it is crystal clear that the Endowment Department has no 
right whatsoever in respect of the subject temple and the appurtenant lands.

3 I humbly submit that Sri Sitarama Swamy t emple situated at Sriramavaram 
Village in Denduluru Mandal, West Godavari District. It is a popular Temple in my 
village and that was constructed about 100 years back. Moreover, my predecessors 
and my family members maintain the Temple uninterruptedly and we have been 
conducting Nithya, Dhoopa, Deepa, Naivedyam in the Temple by engaging a Achaka. 
There was a registered Document bearing No.643/1919, registered in the office of 
Sub-Register, Bhimadolu, West Godavari District in favour of Sri Sita Ramaswamy 
Temple situated Sriramavaram Village, Denduluru Mandal, West Godavari District 
settling landed property admeasuring Acr.5.69 cents of agricultural land in old 
R.S.Nos:160 and 161 and new R.S.Nos. 170 and 171 abutting the temple for the 
purpose of maintenance of subject temple and to conduct the Nithya Deepa, Dhupa, 
Naivedyam and Kalyananoshavamevery year in the said temple.*



7.

-3-

criticism from any quarter from the last several decades, there is no complaint from 
any quarter and we are highly satisfactory for services rendered to the said sample.

I submit that as stated above our family has developed the subject temple 
and looking the day-to-day affairs and the maintenance of the temple for the last 
several decades uninterruptedly. The impermissibility of registering or publishing 
the subject temple under the Act as the said temple is more in the nature of a 
private temple and is being effectively managed by me and my family members. 
The procedure evolved by the 2™* respondent is in direct contravention of the 
provisions of the Act, as well as the principles of natural justice and the publication 
of any religious endowments under Section 6 of the Act can be done only after 
notice is given to the persons under the management of the said temple.

6. While that being so, the 2"*^ respondent herein issued proceedings Rc.No. 
J1/343/201 dt. 26-4-2021 notifying Sri Sita Ramaswamy Temple, situated at 
Sriramavaram village, Denduluru Mandal, West Godavari District, U/Sec. 6 (c) (ii) of 
A.P Charitable and Hindu Religious Institutions and Endowments Act, 1987. As seen 
from the said proceedings, the 2nd respondent has directed the 3rd respondent to 
take steps for registration of subject temple U/Sec. 43 of Endowments Act by 
following the said procedure and also to take steps to notify the properties of the 
subject temple under Section 22-A(l)(C) of Registration Act.

8. I submit that attempt to register a temple or religious endowment or for that 
matter any charitable institution requires the institution to be first registered U/Sec.
43 of the Act. After such registration, an assessment of the income of the 
institution has to be done U/Sec. 65 of the Act. Thereafter, the institution is to be 
published under the relevant category of the institution. As this has not been 
followed, the proceedings dt. 26-4-2021 are vitiated and does not stands to judicial 
scrutiny.
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"Accordingly, this Writ Petition is allowed setting aside the impugned 
proceedings of the respondent in Rc.No. Jl/350/2021 dt. 29-4-2021,
leaving it open to the 2"'^ respondent to consider any further action only after 
issuing necessary notices to the petitioners and all such other persons having 
interest in the temple, by way of personal notice and by way of publication in «
the news paper. Any further decision taken by the Commissioner shall only 
be after giving an adequate opportunity of hearing to the petitioners and 
persons having interest, as to why the temple should not be registered and 
what are the details or alterations to such details that need-to be entered 
under Section 43 (4) of the Act".

10. I submit that later the W.P.NO. 28588 of 2021 is also allowed setting aside 
the Procs. Dt. 26.4.2021 directing the respondents to follow the procedure set out in 
the order dt. 22.11.201 passed in W.P.No. 1283 of 2021 the 2"'^'respondent also 
issued the proceedings Rc.No. Jl/350/2021 dt. 29.4.2021. It is relevant to 
mention here that the Sriramavaram Gram Panchayat also passed a resolution 
expressing their unwillingness to publication of the subject temple and’ also 
confirmed about the possession of the appurtenant land of the temple in our favour 
and in this connection the Sarpanch, Sriramavarm Gram-Pandhayat vide his letter

9. I submit that challenging the proceedings of the 2"*’ respondent dt. 
26.4.2021,1 approached this Hon'ble Court and filed W.P.No.28588 of 2021 and this 
Hon'ble Court after hearing the arguments of both sides at length, was pleased to 
grant interim day on 6-12-2021 granting stay of all further proceedings pursuant to 
the proceedings in Rc.No. Jl/343/2021 dt. 26-4-2021 of the -2"“ respondent. In the 
meantime, this Hon'ble Court in the similar circumstances, was pleased to allow the 
W.P.No. 10283 of 2921 wherein the similar proceedings issued in respect of Sri 
NandikuntaVigneswara Swamy Temple situated at Nadendla village and Mandal, 
Guntur District were set aside with the following order:
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11.

addressed to the 3'^ respondent with a request to drop the proposal of the 
publication of the subject temple into Endowment Department.

1 submit that as stated above, myself and my family members are looking 
after the day-to-day affairs of the temple including the expenses for conducting 
religious functions, festivals and more particularly the salaries to the Archaka 
engaged for doing the doopa-deepanaivedyam every days. The respondent 
authorities without complying with the orders passed in the above referred writ 
petitions are now making hectic attempts to put the lands settled to the purpose 
towards its maintenance to public auction. In such an event, manifest injustice will 
be caused to me and my family members and the ends of justice too would suffer. 
As such in order to prevent the multiplicity of litigation and from conducting auction 
of the subject lands to public auction by the respondent authorities^ I am left with no 
other alternative remedy except to approach this Hon'ble Court for redressal of my 
grievances and for rendering justice.

14. Therefore, it is prayed that this Hon'ble Court may be pleased to issue an 
appropriate Writ, Order or Direction, more particularly one in the nature of Writ of 
Mandamus, to declare the action of the respondent authorities in proposing to 
conduct the auction of the lands in R.S.No. 160 and 161 corresponding to new 
R.S.Nos. 170 and 171 situated at Sriramavaram village^ Denduluru Mandal, West 
Godavri District, without any manner of right, authority or claim whatsoever, as 
being illegal, arbitrary, unjust and unconstitutional and to grant such other relief or 
reliefs as this Hon'ble Court deems fit and proper in the circumstances of the case.

12. In the above circumstances, I have no other alternative remedy except to 
approach this Hon'ble Court U/Art. 226 of the Constitution of India.

13. I have not filed any Writ or instituted any other legal proceedings in respect 
of similar relief as prayed for in this Writ Petition.
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15.

DEPONENT

Advocate/Amaravati

Sworn and signed before me on 
this the day of January, 2025 
at Amaravati.

It is further prayed that this Hon'ble Court may be pleased to grant stay of all 
further proceedings including conduct of auction of lands in R.S.No. 160 and 161 
corresponding to new R.S.Nos. 170 and 171 situated at Sriramavaram village, 
Denduluru Mandal, West Godavri District, pending disposal of the main Writ Petition, 
and to pass such other order or orders as this Hon'ble Court deems fit and proper in 
the circumstances of the case.
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VERIFICATION STATEMENT

I, Kamireddy Bhaskara Rao s/o Harinadh Babu, aged about 48 years, occ:

Cultivation r/o Sriramavaram village, Dendluru Mandal, West Godavari District, do

hereby declare that what has been stated in para Nos. 1 to 15 filed in support of

Writ Petition are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and also

based on legal advice given to me.

Verified at Amaravati on this the day of January, 2025.

ADVOCATE DEPONENT

1
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Document No.643 of 1919
. XS 150.00

^os 
' Sooj^S&oo c;)ao^o

ooTav^
,'^^0,25.4.19 Mo .

epe>3HB?». l.^o»5S3SSdq.
^cs5>e3fi?5 ..53°6S
trrsSj. ^sSs^sPd) sS^sS^ddbcPi^o
s’^Bg e^6^d£^ rpd &^63.eS3 <o»?^c&e 
t^<i»oac^,g^j6a. 2.J6e5t56 5305
S)Sto^o e^sS 6s3 g^c5^e» 836rt?^ooe53o& 
033^ espcsSj^fiS 
^olS t3°?6^o- 
rp o3>^e>o?&o&j^^gQX)Ot53^a ^3C5d) 
^sb hp8^ i^d^sdsSgssoo &F .^Q.^s»do 
p58c5bo esdd do ^n^^iDg® 3^do^ 
OXR SrbsS ^eS;5°6oi^KP ePexp^ ^000^ 
^cp^>e» ^^Sosp.d^ Sjfitb o^oS iop

S^ot53&S) cdcp ^^S^odo 
^^^^^^^o^oSo^csSpsS^. 'SJ&oo ^sSoo 
O33i^d)D&0o ^QCi^doST’dcSj. OXP 
d53S58l, S)S$s5odix)j6 ooodd ^dg.?PC^^oo 
^O3d g-3 cs^od^ao. sSoooe^?^ O3o§ 
S^SfepdoSDOioo SdSg^. ^oog^S^t5^SoOi5 
^i5)o ^ji^o S5o ^SbspOS f^e^5S» 
^S5 M.c»3^6|s£»e» KddS)cS5o<. 

^&2r^odj fe ^8oa 
l?39 J6o$^^d^ ^Sb 8307^

^^dcOOCPCO ^oS» SS’O’CXOGP 
ajQftoddo5Pds5», Sieg sx^d)^ 

^j63 KP ^0^.0 5pd3 eadSSS) di»g

101,9 t5o dSD^SitS^ 26 <Sfit 
^do3 ...>.. $oo&>o oSof,^^ 

sSo <5® 00 ?5 830 6 jS L^do 
63«S;5oe^ c3®?pe>0 
5’Saj3& KPddjbg. (spex) 
cx»v^c66» 8uS^.do?^8 hd^ 
g^&)«5l^eo (fb^) 
jo^ddig (spco doia5’SbB& 

dooo dsSo^spdo 
(rps5oo L^o’SSo^d’o 
sSg^^ddoo sd<papaj6a 
s^SoBg l)d SoddSg. I33°e» 
^dld pg^cdog dSSo^spdo 
^gss^odoo ^l^cpsSosSdo 
S3^ ;$p«Sdgo (opeo doi& 
ri^SQK^dSb^sPdb SSgSS^cdbo 
t^sSo^do 1919 ^6o C&(§o6‘ 
26 K.Veeranna Ag sub 
registrar 1^ ^^do, 72 
S’opgo, 38. 39 S3&)oS® 
1919 ?3o 643 JSopdorp 
6W§& ScsSissg^a asoas , 
&«9&, &B..00 1919 So

27 ^a K.Vee™u,aB.d ■ 
•’’ub ixjglatfar
SxjS’do
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to. Sri ^ita Swtny xvlth an a^Sxnt of;Rs. 150,/-(Rupees Ope
wt3sadteriap<JRif^on^)-for.gv^ ,

Dated 26,D4-1919 '‘ejrecutG.d i^y, -Sri ^^ajuq >»
KaKiir^ddy Dlx^iriah. ,R/o Srji^avarairt’vai^gei^l^^ _ 
]^otir of :Sri Sita Rama established ih Snr^^
Vni^ge. ta...orrier to eonduct daily^^f?OQP54.i3fi9P^.Naivedy^^^^^^  ̂
swamy ^d to .giye p.addy tp axchalcaJcndnOily fot bis 
pexsojajEieptly ^d also >tQ act as hbWdit^ 'l^®’^®^. as
Agreed X Rept the below mendongd-p^pet^ ^^^^^niby paymg 
ssci^^totiio sv^y keepmg.tke.;sairtedtt.tny.POSS«^ Xhtg vj&r& 
gdi Jand^^^veuue .etc,, life «^’=uwbrances;-;and -otu ■ _ . 
confeEred-to^^oy^dy. In -fnture dlsnixvietW^Uat.XJ 43onr>a" Daep^ 
YediRa .ppddy. wn-tioned -^ove if tb^ and see .

.aa.npt.pbssibje I
Qiat-saeBie sire-..c.ondncted.. Every year4«sriv^
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SdZ- P.Arjuna Rao, I.A.S 
Special Commissioner

S.s Chandra Sekhar Azad
Joint Commissioner

Name of the 
I empic : 

"siTsitarama 
•Svv'amy 
Te/nple

Classification

Sec.6(c){ii) of the 
Act 30 of 1987

13
IFile Nn.cpE/343/2021'J

In the circumstances 
Endowments Department', 
Comnnissioner, Endowments 
publishes the following Hindu Relig 
Andhra Pradesh Charitable! and Hindu Religious Institutions 
Act,1987 (Act 30 of 1987).’

Publication
____No.
1870

The Assistant: Comrjnissioner.^ 
directed to take necessary action f

the reference cited, the Special 
tment, A.P., Vijayawada hereby 
OUS Institution U/S 6 (G)(ii) of the

St Endowments

-H' ■

"village, Mandal &
District______

SriramavaramCV), .
DenduIuru(M), West 

P’strict

Endowments Department, Eluru is 
„ i for registration of the said temple U/S 43 
"following the procedure laid- and submit 

landed property of Ac.5.75 cents of

proceedings of THE SPECIAL COMMISSIONER, 
endowments; DEPARTMEWTj’A.Pu, vijavawada.

PRESENT: P.ARJUNA RAO/ I.A.S., 
SPjECIAL COMMISSIONER

.';V • '•
p.-n.f-f»edinas in iRc.No.ll/3ziT/2021. Dt: 26/04/2021.

•Endowments Departnr ent - Publication of Sri Sitarama Swamy Temple, 
’sriramavaram(V),.Dendu|uru(M), \Nest Godavari DistriCt.U/S 6 (c)(fi) of 
the A.P.C & H.RU & Endowments Act-SQ of 1987 - Orders - Issued.

I ’

Ref: Rc.No.A3/5527/2020, Dt.lO.10.2020.from the Assistant Commissioner, 
Endowments Department, Eluru. -fr .

* I. • •

>>©<<•
•I *

reported by the Assistant Commissioner, 
Eiuru in

De pa

Endowments Department, Eluru. He is
1. The Assistant Cdmmij of the above proceedings to the

requested to forward ^g,r, State Audit Department and to the 
concerned District rnents Department at once. One copy
concerned Inspector of bnci j^garcl of his office.
should be affixed on the notice

H.RU


i
\

■ i

f

id by S.s Chandra
ar Azad
26-0^-2021 15:07:31 

on: Approved

§'••a 4- 
Hfr.

i
File MdJP^/343/2021^

i

i A-

lonthly Magazine in Head Office-for 

r

s
2. Copy .to the Deputy Coinniissioner

Kakinada. -He is rdqueste^l to forward Department,
- proceedings to the DistrictJCollector ■ above
getting it translated ih to T^Wgu (2 copies 'causing publication of the abSve proceedkins^^ TS English) for '

3. Copy to the RegionaHjoint (SBmmissJ?ne/"g^J2 ^’^^rict Gazette. , 
Rajamahendravam for inforrnatioh. ' . owments Department, < 
Copy to the Commissioner ofciritinq &
Government . Regiorial -Press Buildind Section,
Mutyalampadu Street. Vijay^ada. KrishnT
request to get the matter pi^Iished in the A^P^r? with a.
furnish a copy of ^the ^d Gazette to
(e_mail: commrssionerofpnntinasta«r.r.*? office at-once

I: co?; SThe bWt?;^;f'su7e
Authofies or

a. Copy to the Notice Board of thi^Office
9. Copy to the Editor, AradhanaF' 

information.- J
lO.Stock File/Extra-X,



ORDER;

It is the case oF the petitioner that Sri Sitaram Swamy Temple 

mentioned above had been constructed about 1.Q0 years back and the 

family members of the petidoner had donated lands for the purpose of' 

maintenance of the temple, subject to. condition that the property would. 

be retained by the family members of the petitioner only.

At that stage, tha.2?** respondent is said to have published the 

temple under Section 6(c)(il) of the Act by way of the Impugned 

proceedings dated 2G.04.2021. Aggrieved by the- said publication,’the 

petitioner had approached this Court by way of the present writ petition.

Heard Sri P. Srinlvas Chowdary, learned counsel for the petitioner 

and learned Government Pleader fof Endowments..

hon-ble SRI justice R. RAQHUNANDAH RAO

W.P.NO.2RS38 of 2021.

The petitioner, whose family Is said to have been maintaining a 

temple known as Sri Sitarama Swamy Temple situated In .Srlramavaram 

Village, Denduluru Mandal, West Godavari District, has approached this 

Court by way of the present writ petition challenging the action Of the 2"^ ■ 

respondent In publishing the name of the aforesaid temple under Section 

e(cXil) of, the A.P. Charitable and Hindu Rellglojus Institutions and 

Endowments Act, 1987 (for short 'the Act) by way of proceedings in 

Rc.No.Ji/343/2()21, dated 25,04.2021.

The impugned proceedings themselves state that the publication. 

. under Section 6(c)(Il) has been made even prior to registration of the 

temple under Section 43 of the , Act. This Court while dealing with the 

question, of the manner in which the temples and other religious'

. S
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1

a;

li

R. RAGHUNANDftN «AQ, J
31« January/2022:

■•-•I. •

3

.a

;a:c;

In the dfaimstances, the present writ petition Is allowed setting 

aside the Impugned proceedings dated 26.04.2021, leaving it open to the 

respondents to take appropriate steps after duly following the procedure 

set out by this Court In Its order dated 22.11.2021 in W.P.No.i0283 of 

2021. There shall be no order as to costs.

As a sequel, pending miscellaneous- peOLions, if any, shall stand 

closed, - ■

Js

e.bbia,men« “> “ ™er u,e Ad, had ■
passed orted In W.P.No-K>2« of 2021 dated 2J4U«a. In lhesald wit 

petitloo ft wnn held that thefirststepinthis process would be registratlop 

of the temple or religious endowment after due notice to all the Interested 

ind affected parties, and after giving an opportunity of hearing to those 

persons. It is only after such registration that the authorities can go ahead 

Wim the publication under Section 6 of the Act. in the present , case, this 

procedure has not been followed. ;

RRRJ.
W.P,,No.28S88of2!021

'f .. ■ : ’. ■■■..'



HON’BLE SRI JUSTICE R. RAGHUNANDAN RAO

WRIT PETITION No. 10283 of 2021

ORDER;

Registered Gift Deed, dated 03.01.1940, for the purpose of

maintaining the subject temple, and the same was carried out

2. The petitioners

respondent, in Rc.No.Jl/350/2021, dated 29.04.2021, directing

the publication of the temple as a Hindu Religious Institution

under Section 6(c)(ii) of the A.P. Charitable and Hindu Religious

Institutions and Endowments Act, 1987 {for short, “the Act”).

These proceedings also directed the Assistant Commissioner,

proposals for entering the property of this Institution in the

register under Section 22-A(l)(c) of Registration Act.

3. The objection to the said order is twofold. Firstly, it

being claimed, as the property of the Temple, haye been gifted to

the forefathers of the Petitioners and consequently they are the

owners of the lands, as snrh the land.s cannot be registered in

EndowmentSj Guntur to talce necessary action for registration of 

the temple under section 43 of the Act, and for submission of

earlier by the forefathers of the petitioners and subsequently, 

the petitioners themselves.

Sri Nandikunta Vigneswara Swamy Temple, situated in 

Nadendla Village and Mandal,

presently managed by the petitioners. The forefathers of the 

petitioners had been given Ac. 1.00 cents of land, by way of a

are aggrieved by the proceedings of 

the Commissioner, Endowments, who is arrayed as the 2"“^

is contended that the temple has no property and the lands

Guntur District, is being
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the name of the Temple and further the exercise is a malafide

procedure adopted by the 2"'* respondent in directing

publication of the temple under Section 6(c)(ii) of the Act,

without any notice to the petitioners and without registering the

temple under Section 43 of the Act, is in violation of the

principles of natural justice as 'well as the provisions of the Act,

itself.

Sri V.Venu Gopala Rao, learned counsel appearing4.

thefor petitioners has made;the

impermissibility of registering or publishing the Temple under

the Act as the said temple is more in the nature of a private

temple and is being effectively managed by the petitioners and

the impugned proceedings are more on account of pressure from

local people for extraneous purposes.

5.

without prejudice to his first contention, that the procedure

evolved by the 2"*^ respondent is in direct contravention of the

provisions of the Act, as well as principles of natural justice. He

relies upon the Judgment of the erstwhile High Court of A.P in

V.V.V.R.K.Yachcndra Vs. State of Andhra Pradesh./ and this

Court in W.P.No 21986 of 2021 dated 05.10.2021, wherein it

was held that publication of any religious endowments under

Section 6 of the Act can be done only after notice is given to the

’ 1987 (1) ALT 256

RRR,J
W.P.No.10283 of 2021

Sri V.Venu Gopala Rao. would further submit,

submissions . on

exercise being carried out for extraneous. Secondly, the

persons under the management of the said temple or
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endowment. As no notice has been given to the petitiohers, who

are in management of the temple, the impugned proceedings

would have to be set aside on this short ground.

6. Sri V. Venu Gopala Rao, also contends that any

attempt to register a temple or religious endowment or for- that

registration, an assessment of the income of the institution has

to be done under Section 65 of the Act. Thereafter, the

institution is to be published under i tlic lelevaiiL category of

Section 6 of the Act, depending upon the ascertained income of

the Institution. A.s this has not, been done, the impugned

proceedings would have to be set aside.

7. The respondents have filed a counter wherein it is

detailed report was obtained from the Inspector, Endowments•

■ department wherein complaints were being received from the

villagers that the present management of the temple have been

misusing the donations being received by the temple. However,

there is no dispute that the petitioners

the temple and no notice was issued to the petitioners prior to

the passing of the impugned order.

8. ^The CourtersbA^hile High of inA.P

V.V.V.R.K.Yachendra Vs. State of Andhra Pradesh., and this

Court, in its order in W.P.No.21986 of 2021 dated 05.10.2021,

had held that publication of an institution under Section 6 of

... >

matter any charitable institution requires the institution to be 

first registered under Section 43 of the Act. After such

RRR.I
W.P.No.16283 of 2021

stated that the impugned proceedings had been issued after a

are in management of
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Qie AcL vaiiiiuL be dune without a notice being given to the

persons in inanageinent to show cause why such a publication

should not be done. As no notice has been given to the present

management, the impugned order would have to be set aside.

9.

manner and mode in which institutions are to be registered.

under the Act has to be crystaUised to answer the contentions

raised by the learned Counsel for the petitioner.

All Charitable and Hindu Religious Institutions and10.

Endowments, (hereinafter referred to as Institutions) as defined

under various sub sections of Section 2 of the Act, whether

registered or not, fall within the ambit of the Endowments Act.

The procedure for registering these Institutions has been put in

place in the Endowments Act.

Section 4.3 of the Act, 1987 .stipulates that, the11.

trustee or other person in management of every institution.

except those Institutions which have already been registered

under the Endowments Act 1966, shall make an application, for

registration under the Endowments Act, to the Jurisdictional

Assistant Commissioner, within 90 days of the commencement

of the 1987 Act or 90 days from the founding of such an

institution. In the event of such an application not being

submitted. the Commissioner,

Institution registered under Section 44 of the Act. It is

significant that, while Section 44 of the Act reqixircs the

Commissioner to follow a prescribed procedure, for registering

RRR,J
W.P.No.10283 of 2021

However, the matter does not rest there. The

Endowments can get the
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ail Institution, there is no such requirement in Section 43 of

ascertained from the provisions of Section 43 itself.

Upon an application, containing12. various details

Commissioner, shall after making such enquiry as he thought fit

endowment, would register

the Institution duly recording the details set out in section 43

(4), with such alterations that may be necessary on account of

the variations found by the Assistant Commissioner in the

course of the enquiry. This discretion would extend to refusing

Interest” has been defined in Section 2(181 of the Act as follows;

(18) "Person having interest" includes -

(c) in the case of a specific endowment a person who is entitled 
to attend at or is in the habit of attending the performance of 
the service or charity nr who is entitled to partake or i.s in the 
habit of partaking in the benefit of the charity ;

(a) in the case of a math, a disciple of the math, or a person of 
the religious persuasion to which the math belongs ;

RRR,J
W.P.No.10283 of 2021

fb) in the case of a charitable institution or endowment or a 
religious institution other than a math or a religious endowment 
a person who is entitled to attend at or is in the habit of 
attending the performance of service, charity or worship 
connected with the institution or endowment or who is entitled 
to partake or is in the habit of partaking in the benefit of any 
charity or the distribution ot gifts thereat ;

and after hearing, under Section 43 (5) of the Act, any “ person 

having interest” in the institution or

relating to the Institution, as set out in Section 43 J4), being 
z

filed by the Trustee or Person in management, the Assistant

“Person havingto register the Institution also. The term

Act. As the procedure, to be followed under Section 43, is not 

set out elsewhere, the said procedure would have to be



This definition, which is an inclusive definition, includes

followers and devotees of Maths and Temples and beneficiaries

of charitable institutions, within the said definition.

Section 43 (5) of the Act mandates ein enquiry with13.

opportunily to all persons having interest, to raise all necessary

issues before the Assistant Commissioner. The issues that can

be reused in such an enquiry would include the issues of

whether the Institution is a Charitable or Hindu Religious

Institution or Endowment falling within the ambit of the

Endowments Act, the correctness of the details that are required

to be set out, in the application under Section 43 (4) and such

other matters which have a bearing on the Institution. This

would necessitate a notice to all persons having interest to put

forth their views and objections relating to the registration of the

Institution and the details which are to be registered. As the

definition of a “person having interest” brings within its ambit a

very large section of society, it would be appropriate for the

registering authority to serve personal notice of the application

registering authority, answer the description of “person with

in the area where the Institution itself or the main office of the

institution is located. The Registering authority after giving

adequate time for objections to be filed and after considering the

said objections would be required to register the Institution or

reject the application of the trustee or person in management.

interest” and a general notice, to all other persons having 

inlcrcsl, by publication in the newspapers wliich are circulated

RRR,J
W.P.No.10283 of 2021

6

on such persons that, to the knowledge and belief of the



7

14. In the event of such a Trustee or other person in

management laihng to apply for registration of the Institution or

under Section 44 of the Act. This provision reads as under:

1987 have been framed, by way of G.O.Ms. No. 631, Revenue

(Endowments-I), dated 30.06.1989, prescribing the procedure to

be followed under Section 44 of the Act. Under these Rules, the

process starts with the jurisdictional Assistant Commissioner,

under Rule 4, informing the Commissioner, Endowments, tlie

name of the Trustee or person in management, who has failed to

apply for registration, as required under section 43 (1). Upon

such a report being sent, the Commissioner, under Rule 5, shall

issue a notice, in Form-II, prescribed under the Rules, to such

person requiring the said person to file

registration, within the time given under the said notice. The

person receiving the notice, is entitled, under Rule 6, to file his

Endowment, the Commissioner of Endowments can issue a 

notice to such a person to make an application in that regard

RRR,J
W.P.No.10283 of 2021

The term “Prescribed” has been defined in Section 2 (19) 

to mean, the procedure prescribed by the Rules made under 

this Act. The Institutions and Endowments Registration Rules,

an application for

Section 44. Power of Commissioner to have the 
institution or endowment registered:-

Where any trustee or other person incharge of the management 
of a charitable or religious institution or endowment fails to 
apply for the registration of the institution or endowment, the 
Commissioner, shall give notice to the trustee or the other 
person aforesaid to make an application in that regeird within a 
specified period and if he fails to make such application within 
the period specified, the Commissioner may have the 
institution or endowment registered after following the 
prescribed procedure and recover the cost incurred for such 
registration from the funds of such institution or endowment.
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objections to such a notice. In the event of objections being filed,

the Commissioner, Endowments would have to consider and

direct the Assistant Commissioner to register the Institution, at

the cost of the Institution. Wliere no ubjecLioiis aie filed or

where an application for registration is filed, the commi.s.sinner

the Institution, at the cost of the Institution. It may be pointed

out that under Section 44 of the Act read with the Rules, it is

the Commissioner, Endowments who is the authority to take all

decisions in relation to registration under Section 44 of the Act.

Thereafter, the Assistant Commissioner would, if so directed by

the Commissioner, only cany out the consequential action of

registering the Institution.

There is no provision, under Section 44, for hearing15.

any objections that the person in management or trustee may

have about the registration of the Institution. However, Rule 6 of

the rules gives such an opportunity to the Trustee or person in

management. This right to a notice and filing of objections has

not been given to any of the persons having interest, either

under the Act or the Rules. A similar situation had come up

the erstwhile Highbefore

V.V.V.R.K.Yachendra Vs. State of Andhra Pradesh. In this

case there was no provision of notice or opportunity being given.

under the Endowments Act, 1966, before an Institution was

registered under the said Act. The trustee of one such temple

which had been registered had approached the Court with the

RRR,J
W.P.No.10283 of 2021

can direct the Assistant Commissioner concerned, to register

dispose of the objections and either drop further proceedings or

court of Andhra Pradesh in
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plea that the said temple had been legistered without any notice

noticing the fact that there was no provision, in the 1966 Act,

for issuing notice prior to registration had held as follows;

9. In a very recent judgment in Central in Land Water 
Transport Corpn Ltd. v. Brojo Nath the Supreme Court held:

RRRJ
W.P.No.10283 of 2021

and opportunity being given to him to show that the temple was

“The principle of reasonableness, which legally as well as 
philosophic^ly, is an essential element of quality or non­
arbitrariness pervades Article 14 like a broading 
omnipresence and the procedure contemplated by Article 
21 must emswer the test of reasonableness in order to be 
in conformity with Article 14. It must be “right and just 
and fair “and not arbitrary, fanciful or oppressive; 
otherwise, it would be no proceduie at all and the 
requirement of Article 21 would not be satisfied”.

a private temple which could not be registered. The Court, after

8. There is no express provision in the section obliging the 
Commissioner to issue notice to the trustee of a private 
temple before enlisting the temple as a public temple. But 
having regard to the consequences of the notification 
under Sec. 6(c)(ii), it cannot be doubted that it affects the 
civil rights of trustees like the petitioner. It is well settled 
that when civil rights of a citizen are affected by the 
proposed action under provisions of Act. compliance of the 
principles of natural justice is impHct, unless this 
requirement is specifically taken away, by the statute itself. 
In Smt. Menaka Gandhi v. Union of India the passport of 
the petitioner was impounded witliout notice to the 
petitioner as there was no provision in the Passport Act 
requiring the authorities to give notice before impounding 
the Passport, the Supreme Court observed:

“The progression of the judicial concept of Art. 14 from a 
prohibition against discriminatory class legislation to an 
invalidating factor for any disciiniinatory or arbitrary State 
action has been traced in Tulsiram Patel's case (1985) 3 
see 398 (at page 473-476: ((1985) 3 SCC 398 : AIR 1985 
SC 1416 at pp. 1458-1460). The principles of natural justice 
have now come to be recognized aS being a part of the ' 
Constitutional guarantee contained in Art. 14. In Tulsiram 
Patel's case this court said (at page 476 of SCC) (at page 
1460 of AIR). The principles of natural justice have thus 
come to be recognized as being a partsyllegism runs thus: 
violation of a rule of natural justice results in ^bitrariness 
which is the same as discrimination; where discrimination 
is the result of State action, it i.s violation of Article 14; 
therefore a violation of a principle of natural justice by a 
State action is a violation of Article 14. Article 14, however, 
is not the sole repositoiy of the principles of natural justice. 
What it does is to guarantee that any law of State action 
violating them will be struck down.
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16. The Act has created a special class of persons called

recognition of the fact that the persons falling in this class have

a special right and interest in the functioning and management

of the.sc Tnstitutinn.s. Tn such circumstances the principle

enunciated above would squarely apply to all persons having

interest and they would also have the right to be heard after

notice is given to them. Accordingly, the procedure set out

above, for giving notice and hearing the persons having interest.

in relation to proceedings under section 43 of the Act, would

apply to proceedings under Section 44 also.

17. It is true that this court is introducing a requirement

of notice and opportunity to “persons having interest”, when no

such provision is available. This requirement is being brought in

for two reasons. Firstly, because such a lacuna in the rules can

not be a ground for denying the basic principles of natural

justice to persons who are interested in the management and

at best directory and a guide for ensuring certain minimum

requirements of law. Similarly, Rule 4 that states that the

process has to be started only on the report of the Assistant

Commissioner need not restrain tlie CoiriTriissioner fTom issuing

10. In view of the authoritative pronouncement of the 
Supreme Court on the issue. I am of the view that the 
notification issued by the second respondent is illegal and it 
is accordingly quashed.

RRRJ
W.P.No.10283 of 2021

The principles of natural justice, however, apply not only to 
Icgiolutiuii and State action but also where any tribunal, 
authority or body of men, not coming with in the definition 
of State in Article 12, is charged with the duty of deciding a 
matter”.

“Persons having Interest”. This class has been created in

well being of these institutions. Secondly, because the rules are



a notice under Section 44 of the Act, when such information is

given to the Commissioner from any other source. Section 44 of

the Act does not lay down any such restrictions on the

Commissioner. As long as the basic requirement of notice and

opportunity to the affected parties is not waived, the procedure

view can result in the registration of an Institution being

stymied by a procedural rule which takes away the power

conferred on the Commissioner by the Statute itself. For

example, there may be a situation where information is received

by the Commissioner directly about an Institution which

requires to be registered. It is the Commissioner, who is the

authority, under section 11, who is to decide whether the

institution is to be registered or not. In such a situation,

referring the matter to the Assistant Commissioner to enable

him to send a report for initiating the process of registration.

would be a redundancy.

18.

6 of tlie Act, wliich reads as follows: <-

(a)

The Commissioner shall prepare separately and publish in the 
prescribed manner, a list of-

Apart from registration, all the Institutions falling 

within the Ambit of the Act have to be published under Section

6. Preparation and publication of list of charitable and religious 
institutions and endowments on the basis of incomc:-

laid down in Rule 4 cannot cut down the ambit of the power of 

the Commissioner to undertake such registration. Any other

RRR,J
W.P.No.10283 of 2021

|i) the charitable institutions and endowments ; or
(ii) the religious institutions and endowments otlier tlian matlis; 

whose annual income as calculated for the purpose Of levy of 
enntrihution under Section 65 [e.xceed rupees twenty-five 
lakhs];

11

3*)
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A®

(b)

(c)

(d) the maths irrespective of the income :

the Dharmadayam irrespective of the income;(e)

19. The above provision requires publication to be

carried out, in different categories, based solely upon their

annual income. This categorisation has a bearing on the

supervision of the said Institutions. Under Section 8, certain

functions are to be carried out by the Commissioner or

Additional Commissioner in Institutions published under

Section 6 (a), (d) and clause (e). Under Section 10, certain

functions are to be carried out by the Deputy Commissioner,

within his Division, in Institutions published under Section 6

(b). Under Sectionll, certain functions are to be carried out by

The said provisionInstitutions published under Section 6 (c).

does not set out any procedure for assessing the annualTncome

of the Institution. The provision for such assessment is

contained elsewhere in the Act.

HonTile20. The Court in Sri DiviSupreme

Kodandarama Saram and Ors., Vs. State of Andhra Pradesh

(i) the charitable institutions, and endowments ; or
(ii) the religious institutions and endowments other than maths 

not falling under clause (a) or clause (b);

RRRJ
W,P.No.l0283 of 2021

(i) the charitable institutions and endowments;
(ii) the religious institutions and endowments, other than 
maths; whose annual income calculated as afoicsaid [exceeds 
rupees two lakhs but does not exceed rupees twenty-five lakhs];

Provided that the Commissioner may alter the classification assigned to 
an institution or endowment in the list and enter the same in the 
appropriate list in case the annual income of such institution or 
endowment calculated as aforesaid exceeds or falls below the limits 
specified in Clause (a) 
years.

or Clause (b) of Clause (c) for Linee consecutive

the Assistant Commissioner, within his Sub Division, in



and Ors.,’ while considering the question of payment of

emoluments to Archakas had an occasion to consider the

religious

institution and publication of the institution under the relevanti.

I

Section 65 of the Act, 1987.
 

21.

 

In the light of the above scheme of the Act, the

registration of the Institution is to be done either under Section

43 or 44. Thereafter, the annual income of the Institution is to
r£

be assessed Under various provisions of the Act. After such

assessment, the Institution is to be categorised and published

under Section 6 of the Act.

22. In the present case, there is no registration under

Section 43 or 44 of the Act and publication under Section 6 has

For all these reasons the impugned orders have to be set aside.

’ 1997(6)see 189

/

sub-section and sub-clause of Section 6 can be done only after 

there is an assessment of the income of the institution under

been taken up directly without notice being given to the 

Petitioners who are admittedly in management of the temple.

manner in which temples are to be categorised under Section 6 

of the Endowments Act, 1987 and held as follows:

RRRJ
W.P.No.10283 of 2021

13

1^1

It would thus to be clear that the categorisation of an

3. Section 6 of the Act classifies the charitable or i  
institutions and endowments and other mutts on the basis of the 
income and its calculation under Section 65. Section 6(a) 
institutions are those whose income exceeds Rs 5 lakhs and above 
per annum; Section 6(b) institutions arc those whose income 
exceeds Rs 50,000 but is less than Rs 5 lakhs; and Section 6(c) 
institutions are other than those covered under clauses (a) and 
(fc)



forprocedure be followed23. The to

registration/publication of institutions under the Endowments

Act, 1987 can be summed up as follows:

i) where an application is made under Section 43(4)A)

of the Act, 1987, the registering authority shall issue

are within the knowledge of the registering authority

and also publish a notice in the local newspapers

giving, all persons having interest in the institution.

objections.

ii) After affording an adequate opportunity to all

decision whether the institution has to be registered

institution, the registering authority shall register

the same after filling in all the necessary details

required under Section 43(4) of the Act.

Where the registration is carried out under SectionB)

44 of the Act, the following procedure shall be

followed:

i) The Jurisdictional Assistant Commissioner either

suo mottj. or on such information that is given to

him, shall give a report to the Commissioner,

Endowments detailing the institution that requires

persons, who have failed to approach the competent

RRR,J
W.P.No.10283 of 2021

such persons, the registering authority shall tolce a

personeil notice, to such persons having interest as

to be registered and the names of the person or

14

or. not. If a decision is taken to register the

an opportunity to put forth their views and
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Jurisdictional Assistant Commissioner under

Section 43 of the Act.

H) Upon such information being given by the

Assistant Commissioner, or being received from any

other source, the Commissioner shall issue notices

under Form-II to all persons, who are in default, to

file an application for registration within the time

given in the notice.

iii) The Commissioner shall also issue notices to all

persons having interest in the institution either by

way of personal notice or by way of publication of

and objections on the aspect of registration as well

as the details which are to be contained under

Section 43(4) of the Act.

iv) The Trustees, persons in management and/or

the persons having interest are entitled to file their

objections in relation to the question of whether the

the Commissioner. After giving adequate opportunity

for ail such objections to be filed, the Commissioner

alter considering these objections and material

register under Section 43 of the Act. They may also 

place such material as they deem nccessaiy before

said Institution is liable to be registered and/or the 

details that are required to be included in the

RRR,J
W.P.No.10283 of 2021

the notice in the local news papawers or both, giving 

opportunity.to such persons to put-forth their views , 
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submitted by the objectors and after such enquiry

as may be deemed fit, shall take a decision as to

whether the institution is to be registered or not and

the details that need to be registered under Section

43(4) of the Act.

In the event of the Commissioner determiningV)

that the institution requires to be registered, he

shall issue directions to the Jurisdictional Assistant

Commissioner to register the institution along with

the details that need to be entered in the register

under Section 43(4) of the Act.

vi) Upon such instructions being received, the

Jurisdictional Assistant Commissioner shall register

the institution duly entering of the dctedls required

under Section 43(4) of the Act. Tliis process shall be

done at the cost of the institution.

After such registration, the income of the institutionC)

is to be assessed under Section 65 of the Act, 1987.

Basing upon the quantum of income assessed underD)

Section 65 of the Act, 1987, the institution is to be

published by tlie appropriate authority on the basis

of the calculation done according to the income of

the institution.

Accordingly, this Writ Petition i.s allowed setting24.

aside the impugned proceedings of the 2’'<* respondent in

Rc.No.Jl/350/2021, dated 29.04.2021, leaving it open to the

RRR,J
W.P.No.10283 of 2021



2n<i respondent to consider any further action only after issuing

necessaiy notices to the petitioners and all such other persons

having interest in the temple, by way of personal notice and by

way of publication in the news paper. Any further decision taken

by the Commissioner shall only be after giving an adequate

are the details or alterations to such details that need to be

entered under Section 43(4) of the Act.

25. There shall be no order as to costs.

R. RAGHUNANDAN RAO, J.
22.11.2021
RJS

opportunity of hearing, to the petitioners and persons having 

interest, as to why the temple should not be registered and what

RRR,J
W.P.No.10283 of 2021

17

As a sequel, the miscellaneous applications, if any 

pending, shall stand, closed.
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HON’BLE SRI JUSTICE R. RAGHUNANDAN RAO

WRIT PETITION No. 10283 of 2021

22.11.2021

RJS

RRR,J
W.P.No.10283 of 2021
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IN THfe HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH AT AMARAVATI

W.P.No.10283 of 2021

Between:

(All the petitioners are resident of Nadendal Village and Mandal, Guntur District).

... Petitioners

And

3. The Assistant Commissioner, Endowments Department, Naaz Centre, Guntur.

... Respondents

Date of Judgment pronounced on : 22-11-2021

HON'BLE SRI JUSTICE R. RAGHUNANDAN RAO

i. Whether Reporters of Local newspapers : Yes/No

May be allowed to see the judgments?

: Yes/No

3. Whether the Lordship wishes to see the fair copy : Yes/No

Of the Judgment?

3. Nallamothu @ Nelluri Vijaya Sarathi, S/o.Late Venkata Ramaiah, 
aged about 41 years, Occ: Private Employee.

$ 1. The State of Andhra Pradesh, Rep.by its Principal Secretary, Revenue 
(Endowments) Department, Secretariat at Velagapudi, Amaravathi, Guntur 
District.

2. Nallamothu Venkateswarlu, S/o.Late Bollaiah, aged about 78 years, 
Occ: Agriculture.

1. Nallamothu Veeraiah, S/o.late Seshaiah, aged about 85 years, 
Occ: Agriculture.

RRRJ
W.P.No.10283 of 2021

2. The Commissioner, Endowments Department, A.P., Gollapudi, Vijayawada, 
Krishna District.

2. Whether the copies of judgment may be marked 

to Law Reporters/Journals:
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*IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH AT AMARAVATI

* HON'BLE SRI JUSTICE R. RAGHUNANDAN RAO

+ W.P.No.10283 of 2021

o/o Dated: 22-11-2021

Between:

(All the petitioners are resident of Nadendla Village and Mandai, Guntur District).

... Petitioners

And

3. The Assistant Commissioner, Endowments Department, Naaz Centre, Guntur.

... Respondents

! Counsel for petitioners , : V.Venu Gopala Rao

t

Counsel for Respondents 1 to 3 : G.P. for Endowments.

<GIST :

>HEAD NOTE:

? Cases referred:

* 1997 (6) see 189
’ 1987 (1) ALT 256

$ 1. The State of Andhra Pradesh, Rep.by its Principal Secretary, Revenue 
(Endowments) Department, Secretariat at Velagapudi, Amaravathi, Guntur 
District.

2. The Commissioner, Endowments Department, A.P., Gollapudi, Vijayawada, 
Krishna District.

2. Nallamothu Venkateswarlu, S/o.Late Bollaiah, aged about 78 years, 
Occ: Agriculture.

3. Nallamothu @ Nelluri Vijaya Sarathi, S/o.Late Venkata Ramaiah, 
aged about 41 years, Occ: Private Employee.

1. Nallamothu Veeraiah, S/o.late Seshaiah, aged about 85 years, 
Occ: Agriculture.

RRR,J
W.P.No.10283 of 2021
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To

Subject:

3. Our office letter no. 191/2023^1 dated 22.01.2024.

The Tahsildar,

Denduluru Mandal,

Denduluru, 

Eluru District.

O/o. Executive Officer, 

Onguturu, Rachuru Group of Temples, 

Unguturu Village & Mandal, Eluru District.

Letter No. 191/2023-2, Dated: 05-07-2021

2. R.O.C.No.01/2024 C.S. dated 03.01.2024 from the office of the 

Hon. Tahsildar, Denduliir.

Sri Seetharama Swamy Temple situated in Sri Ramavaram village, 

Denduluru mandal, Eluru district, R.S. No. 170 in Ac. 3.58 Cents in Ac. 2.11 Cents, 

that is a total of Ac. 5.'69 Cents As per the registered deed No. 643/1919 dated

From

Endowment Department - Eluru District - Denduluru Mandal Sri 

Ramavaram Village Sri Seetharama Swamy Temple Sri Ramavaram 

Village R.S. No. 170 Ac. 3.58 Cents and R.S. No. 171 Ac. 2.11 Cents, 

that is a total of Ac. 5.69 Cents. The report is submitted to you 

regarding the cancellation of the passbooks of the encroaching 

parties in. relation to the lands in the name of Sri Seetharama 

Swamy and the transfer of the same in the name of God.

Reference: 1. Our office letter no. 191/2023 dated 15.12.2023.
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mortgage.

In this regard^ we are informed that an application for mutation was made 

online through your service for the land of R.S. No. 171 in Sri Ramavaram village 

belonging to Sri Swami's temple. I am attaching a copy of the said application. 

And for the mutation of the land of R.S. No. 170 in Sri Ramavaram village, your 

service has informed that the said land cannot be mutated as it is under

25.04.1919, the land given by Kamireddy Nagayya, S/o. Dharmayya In writing to 

Sri Swamy has not been acquired, therefore, the said land in R.S. No. 170 in Ac. 

3.58 Cents is currently owned by Kamireddy Sirilakshmi W/o. Harinadababu, a 

resident of Sri Ramavaram village and R.S. No. 171 in Ac. 2.11 Cents Kamireddy 

Bhaskara Rao S/o. I have submitted a report regarding the cancellation of the 

Pattadar Passbooks in the name of Harinadha Babu, and in the above report 2, 

the temple has stated that the temple should apply for mutation online to 

transfer the said Ac. 5.69 Cents land to the name of the temple.

Therefore, I request you that since the land in Sri Ramavaram village, R.S. 

No. 170 belonging to the temple of Sri Swami, is under mortgage and it is not 

possible to make a mutation through your service, I request that appropriate 

steps be taken to make a mutation in the said R.S. No. 170 for the land of 3.57 

rooms and issue the passbooks of the landowner in the name of the Swami. And 

I pray that the land in R.S. No. 171, which was made live by your service, be 

issued with the passbooks of the landowner in the name of Sri Swami.

Yours Truly 

Sd/-xx 

(Executive Officer/Single Trustee)
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The District Endowment Officer, 

Endowments Department, 

Eluru.

The people of Sri Ramavaram village, the village Sarpanch and other public 

representatives all together inform you that we do not want the said temple to 

be published in the endowment. We, all the villagers, are managing the said 

temple together. We also take care of the salary and allowances of the said 

priest, the expenses of the puja and other expenses. We have been managing 

the said temple from our ancestors. Since we do not want the said temple to be

As per the petition filed regarding the publication of the Sri Seetharama , 

Swamy Temple under the Sri Ramavaram Gram Panchayat of Dendulur Mandal, 

the matter was discussed in the Gram Panchayat in the general meeting held on 

20,11.2023 vide Resolution No, 164 and the Gram Panchayat governing body 

rejected the publication. We are informing our office about the matter.

Regarding the written objections of the people of Sri Ramavaram village, 

Dendulur Mandal, Eluru district, regarding the suspension of publication 

regarding, the Sri Seetharama Swamy Temple.

The Sri Seetharama Swamy Temple in Sri Ramavaram, Dendulur Mandal 

has been in existence for more than 100 years. The temple and the people of 

our village are managing the temple together. We celebrate Sri Ramanavami 

festivals in the said temple every year with great enthusiasm. Objections have 

been sought through your notice pasted at the Dendulur Tahsildar's office and 

the Gram Panchayat office for publication of the said temple in the 

endowments.
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Copy to:

The Inspector, Endowments Department, Eluru

E.O.K. Srinivas

Enclosures: Copy of Gram Panchayat Resolution

published in the endowment, we, all the people of this village, are requesting 

you to stop the publication regarding the temple of Sri Sitarama Swamy and are 

expressing our objections to you.

Yours Truly

Sd/-xx

Sarpanch

Sriramavaram Gram Panchayat 

Denduluru Mandal, Eluru District.



Item No. 164:

ResoJution No. 164:

//A true copy of the original//

Proceedings of the General Meeting held on 20.11.2023 at 11.00 am at 

the Srlrarnavararn Gram Panchayat Office under the chairmanship of Sarpanch 

Sri Kamireddy Venkata Narasimha Rao.

Sd/-xx

Panchayat Secretary 

Grama Panchayat, Sriramavaram 

Denduluru (M), Eluru District.

The matter regarding the publication related to Sri , 

Seetharamaswamy Temple under the jurisdiction of 

Sriramavaram Gram Panchayat was discussed in the 

General Meeting of the Gram Panchayat as per the 

application of the village people and the matter 

related to the publication was rejected by the Gram 

Panchayat Governing Body.

General Body Meeting

Approved.

Sd/-xx, Kamireddy Venkata Narasimha Rao 
Sarpanch

Grama Panchayat Sriramavaram



ST
1, Subject:

on its own. 1^

1. Resolution:

2. Resolution:

I
i

A meeting of the Gram Panchayat General Body was convened on 

20.11.2023 to stop the publication of the Sri Sitarama Swamy Temple in Sri 

Ramavaram village, Denduluru mandal, Eluru district and to manage the temple

2. Regarding the suspension of the appointment of an Executive Officer or a 

'Single Trustee' for the said temple and the appointment of one thousand.

The members unanimously passed a resolution requesting the 

Endowment Department not to appoint an executive officer or single trustee for 

the said temple without the knowledge of the people of our village, and if one 

is appointed, he should be immediately removed.

The Sri Sitarama Swamy Temple In Sri Ramavaram village, Denduluru 

mandal, Eluru district has been managed by the villagers on their own since the 

past. Regarding the request of the Endowment Department to publish the said 

temple, all the members of the said General Body Meeting unanimously passed 

a resolution to stop the publication of the said temple.

a resolution
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Yours Truly

Vadapalli Venkata Rama Krishnama Charyulu

Cl
I would like to submit to the Inspector, Eluru regarding the arrangement 

of the lands of Sitarama Swamy in Sriramavaram village, Denduluru mandal that. 

The Sitarama Swamy temple in Sriramavaram village was built 100 years ago. 

This temple has been under the priesthood for about 75 years since the time of 

my father.

I hereby write to you that, Mr. Nagayya, S/o. Kamireddy Dharmayya 

executed an Endowments Deed on the name of God for Survey No, 160, Ac. 2- 

11 Cents and Survey No. In 161, Ac. 3.58 Cents that is a total land of Ac. 5-69 

cents in Sriramavaram village on 25-4-1999 for the sake of offerings to God and 

registered it in Bhimadolu Sub Registrar office vide document no. 643/1919 and 

also mentioned that their descendants will perform Kalyanam festivals every 

year regardless of the income coming from the land. It was written that this land 

should not be sold or given away. Since then, the descendants have been 

organizing the offerings and Sri Sitarama Kalyanam festival every year. They are 

only cultivating this land. All the things are being done without any shortcomings 

till now. It has been decided that if their descendants do not act in accordance 

with the said deed, the property will be taken over by the trustees.
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y02/2020/2020, Dated:Letter No. 

From

To

Sir,

Subject: Endowments Department - Request for Supplementary Grant for 

Sri Chowdeswara Ramalingeswara Swamy Temple in Eluru City, 

Eluru Mandal, West Godavari District for the year 2020-2021 - 

Report Submitted on 27/02/2020 From Executive Officer from your 

office from Computer No. B57322357/2020

The Inspector, 

Endowments Department, 

Eluru, West Godavari District.

I would like to submit that, I was called to Endowments office regarding 

the lands of Sitarama Swamy in Sri Ramavaram village, Dendulur mandal. 

Sitarama Swamy Temple in Sri Ramavaram village was built about 100 years ago. 

Nagayya, the son of my grandfather Kamireddy Dharmaya gave this temple a 

land of Ac. 5-69 cents for the purpose of offerings to this temple. On 

25/04/1919, he wrote an Endowments Deed to God in which he said that my 

family would perform worships and conducting the Sri Rama Navami Kalyanam 

of the God. Since then, our descendants have been conducting the same. This 

land has been written without any rights to sell it and there will be no use of 

Endowment Deed. We can give the land to the Lord and we can relinquish our 

right of offerings. We inform you that in the future also our own descendants

The Deputy Commissioner,

Endowments Department, 

Kakinada, East Godavari District.
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Yours Truly

Kamireddy Harinatha Babu

will perform worships. The Endowments Deed was written to Sri Sitarama 

Swamy by Nagayya, S/o. Kammareddy Dharmayya, resident of the said village 

on 25/04/19 for the sake of offerings to Sri Sitarama Swamy. Having decided 

that apart from offerings to this temple for the God, we will provide monthly 

groceries for the priests indefinitely, and that the duty of the God should be our 

hereditary duty. I hereby declare and promise the following agricultural lands 

belonging to me to the God, keep them in my possession and pay all the dues to 

the government for these lands. No one else will have any rights and claims on 

the said lands and wc will not use it for other purposes. If any deficiencies 

regarding grains occurs in future, I will resolve them at my own cost. We will 

performe Kalyanam and so on that take place every year.



Memorandum of Writ Petition Misc. Petition

(Under Section 151 ofC.P.C.)

IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH AT AMARAVATI

LA.No. of 2025
in

W.P.No. of 2025
Between:

...Petitioner

and

..Respondents

COUNSEL FOR PETmONER

For the reasons stated in the affidavit filed in support of Writ Petition, it is
” prayed this Hon'ble Court may be pleased to grant stay of all further proceedings - ■ 

including conduct of auction of lands in R.S.No. 160 and 161 corresponding to new 
R.S.Nos. 170 and 171 situated at Sriramavaram village, Denduluru Mandal, West 
Godavri . District, pending disposal of the main Writ Petition, and to pass such other 
order or orders as this Hon'ble Court deems fit and proper in the circumstances of 
the case.

3) The Assistant Commissioner, 
• Endowments Department 
Eluru, West Godavari District.

1) The State of Andhra Pradesh, rep. by its
Principal Secretary, Endowments Department, 

Secretariat, Velagapudi, Amaravati.

Kamireddy Bhaskara Rao s/o Harinadh Babu, 
aged about 48 years, occ: Cultivation 
r/o Sriramavaram village, Dendluru Mandal 
West Godavari District.

AMARAVATI 
Dated:

2) The Special Commissioner, Endowments
Department, Gollapudi, Vijayawada, 

Krishna.



WEST GODAVARI DISTRICT

I.A.No. of 2023

in

of 2023W.P.N0.

STAY PETITION

1 1 FEB 2025

COUNSEL FOR PETmONER

^^^^27379^7

M/sVenna G Sai Venkat (25279), 
Venna Ravi Teja, 
T. Arunachalam, 
N, Radhika 

Advocates

IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA 
PRADESH AT AMARAVATI
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A.P.,
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