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Memorandum of Writ Petition

(Under Article 226 of the Constitution of India)

IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH AT AMARAVATI

(Special Original Jurisdiction)

W.P.No.

Between:

Kamircddy Bhaskara Rao s/o Harinadh Babu,
aged about 48 years, occ: Cultivation

r/o Sriramavaram village, Dendluru Mandal
West Godavari District.

and

1) The State of Andhra Pradesh, rep. by its
Principal Sccrctary, Endowmcents Department,
Secretariat, Velagapudi, Amaravati.

2) The Special Commissioner, Endowments
Department, Gollapudi, Vijayawada,
Krishna.

3) The Assistant Commissioner,
Endowments Department
Eluru, West Godavari District.

The address for service of all notices etc.

of 2025

...Petitioner

..Respondents

, on the above named Petitiones is

that of his counsel M/s T.Arunachalam, V.P.C.Rao, V.V.Ramana, N.Radhika,

Advocates; # Flat No. 206, Block-D, Sri “Chakra Residency, Navodaya Colony,

Tadepalli, Guntur District.




For the rcasons stated in the accompanying affidavit, it is prayed that this
Hon'ble Court may be pleased to issue an appropriate Writ, Order or Direction, more
particularly one in the nature of Writ of Mandamus,to declare the action of the
respondent authorities in proposing to conduct the auction of the lands in R.S.No.
160 and 161 corresponding to new R.S.Nos. 170 and 171 situated at Sriramavaram
village, Denduluru Mandal, West Godavri District, without any manﬁer of right,
authority or claim whatsoever, as being illegal, arbitrary, unjust and unconstitutional
and to grant such other relief or reliefs as this Hon'ble Court deems fit and proper in

the circumstances of the case.

Amaravathi
Dated: COUNSEL FOR PETITIONER



WEST GODAVARI DISTRICT

IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA
PRADESH AT AMARAVATI

W.P.No. of 2025

WRIT PETITION

Filed by:

M/sVenna G Sai Venkat (25279),
Venna Ravi Teja,
T. Arunachalam,
N. Radhika
Advocates

COUNSEL FOR PETITIONER
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH AT AMARAVATI
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W.P.No. of 2025
Chronological Events

ANNEXURE-I

Sl.No.

Date of \
Document

Chronological Events

Page
No.

Para

Nil

Sri Sitarama Swamy Temple situated at
Sriramavaram Village in  Denduluru

| Mandal, West Godavari District. It is a

popular Temple in my village and that was
constructed about 100 years back.
Morcovcr, my prcdccessors and my family
members maintain the Temple
uninterruptedly and we have been
conducting Nithya, Dhoopa, Deepa,
Naivedyam in thc Temple by engaging a

| Achaka. There was a registered
| Document . bearing
registered in the office of_Sub-Register,

No.643/1919,

Bhimadolu, West Godavari District in
favour of Sri Sita Ramaswamy Temple
situated Sriramavaram Village, Denduluru
Mandal, West Godavari District settling
landed property admeasuring Acr.5.69

lcents of agricultural land in old

R.S.Nos:160- and 161 and new R.S.Nos.

1170 and 171 abutting the temple for the
| purpose of maintenance of subject temple
| and to conduct the Nithya Deepa, Dhupa,

Naivedyam and Kalyananoshavamevery
year in the said temple.

Nil

The above said property belongs to my
great grandfather Sri KamireddyNagayya.

“In the recitals of the Doc.No. 643/1919, it

is made clear that our family members,
forever competent to retain the said
property and maintain the temple
uninterruptedly. If any reason the
successors of the Nagayya family
members fails to perform and look after
the maintenance of the said temple, in

NS
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such situation, the temple has to be
handed overto the Endowment
Department, as such our predecessors
and ourselves management of the subject
temple till date and from above stated
facts it is crystal clear that the Endowment
Department has no right whatsoever in
respect of the subject temple and the
appurtenant lands.

26.04.2021

The 2" respondent herein issued
proceedings Rc.No. J1/343/201 dt. 26-4-

2021 notifying Sri Sita Ramaswamy |

Temple, situated at Sriramavaram village,
Denduluru  Mandal, West Godavari
District, U/Sec: 6 (c) (ii) of A.P Charitable
and Hindu Religious Institutions and

Endowments Act, 1987. As seen from the
.said proceedings, the 2nd respondent has

directed the 3rd respondent to take steps
for registration of subject temple U/Sec. 43
of Endowments Act by following the said
procedure and also to take steps to notify
the properties of the subject temple under

-Section 22-A(1)(C) of Registration Act.

|0

26.04.2021

—~

Challenging the proceedings of the 2™
respondent dt. 26.4.2021, | approached

this Hon’ble Court and filed W.P.N0.28588 |

of 2021 and this Hon'ble Court after
hearing the arguments of both sides at

length, was pleased to grant interim day:

on 6-12-2021 granting stay of all further
proceedings pursuant to the proceedings
in Rc.No. J1/343/2021 dt. 26-4-2021 of the
2" respondent. In the meantime, this
Hon’ble Court in the similar

circumstances, was pleased to allow the |

W.P.No. 10283 of 2921 wherein the
similar proceedings issued in_respect of

Sri NandikuntaVigneswara -~ Swamy |
-Temple situated at Nadendla village and

Mandal, Guntur District were set aside

26.04.2021

later the W.P.No. 28588 ot 2021 is also

allowed setting aside the Procs. Dt.

26.4.2021 directing the respondents to

|

(] 0

follow the procedure set out in the order




-+

dt. 22.11.201 passed in W.P.No. 1283 of
2021 the 2™ respondent also issued the
proceedings Rc.No. J1/350/2021 dt.
290.4.2021. It is relevant to mention here
that the Sriramavaram Gram Panchayat
also passcd a resolution expressing their
unwillingness to publication of the subject
temple and also confirmed about the
possession of the appurtenant land of the
temple in our favour and in this connection
the Sarpanch, Sriramavarm Gram
Pandhayat vide his letter addressed to
lhe 3™ respondent with a request to drop
the proposal of the publication of the

subject temple into Endowment
Dcpartment.
ANNEXURE-!

1. U/Art. 226 of the Constitution of India.

Amaravathi

[ A

_Dated:—-1-2025_ | "_COUNSEL.EOR PETITIONER

.82
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH AT AMARAVATI

W.P.No. of 2025
Between:

Kamireddy Bhaskara Rao s/o Harinadh Babu,

aged about 48 years, occ: Cultivation

r/o Sriramavaram village, Dendluru Mandal

West Godavari District. ...Petitioner

and

1) The State of Andhra Pradesh, rep. by its
Principal Secretary, Endowments Department,
Secretariat, Velagapudi, Amaravati.

2) The Special Commissioner,
Endowments Department, Gollapudi,
Vijayawada, Krishna.

3) The Assistant Commissioner,
Endowments Department

Eluru, West Godavari District. - : - e e
..Respondents

AFFIDAVIT

I, Kamircddy Bhaskéra Rao s/o Harinadh Babu, aged about 48 years, occ:
Cultivation r/o Sriramavaram village, Dendluru Mandal, West Godavari District, now
having temporarily come down to Amaravati, do hcrcby solemnly affirm and

sincerely state on oath as follows: -

1) I am the: petitioner herein and and as such I am well acquainted with the

facts of the case.

2) I submit that the present Writ Petition is filed questioning the action of the
rcspondcnf authoritics in proposing to conduct the auction of the land sin R.S.No.
160 and 161 corresponding to new R.S.Nos. 170 and 171 situated at Sriramavaram
village, Denduluru Mandal, West Godavri District, without any



manner of right, or claim whatsoever, as being illegal, arbitrary, unjust and
unconstitutional.

3 I humbly submit that Sri Sitarama Swamy Temple situated at Sriramavaram
Village in Denduluru Mandal, West Godavari District. It is a popular Temple in my
village and that was constructed about 100 years back. Moreover, my predecessors
and my family members maintain the Temple unintcrruptedly and we have been
conducting Nithya, Dhoopa, Deepa, Naivedyam in the Temple by engaging a Achaka.
There was a registered Document bearing No.643/1919, registered in the office of
Sub-Register, Bhimadolu, West Godavari District in favour of Sri Sita Ramaswamy
Temple situated Sriramavaram Village, Denduluru Mandal, West Godavari District
settling landed propecrty admeasuring Acr.5.69 cents of agricultural land in old
R.S.Nos:160 and 161 and new R.S.Nos. 170 and 171 abutting the temple for the
purpose of maintcnance of subject temple and to conduct the Nithya Deepa, Dhupa,
Naivedyam and Kalyananoshavamevery year{in the said temple.

4, I submit that the above said property belongs to my grecat grandfather Sri
KamireddyNagayya. In the recitals of the Doc.No. 643/1919, it is made clear that
our family members, forever competent to retain the said property and maintain the
temple uninterruptedly. If any reason the successors of the Nagayya family
. members fails to perform and look after the maintenance of the said temple, in such
situatlon, the temple has to be handed overto the Endowment Department, as such
our ‘predecessors and ourselves management of the subject temple till date and
- from above stated facts it is crystal clear that the Endowment Department has no
right whatscever in respect of the subject temple and the appurtenant lands.

5. I further humbly submit that myself and my extended family members have been
developing the temple day-by-day and conducting religious ceremonies and festivals,

however allowing other devotees since God is universal, but without any
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criticism from any quarter from the last several decades, there is no complaint from

any quarter and we are highly satistactory for services rendered to the said sample.

6. While that being so, the 2™ respondent herein issued proceedings Rc.No.
J1/343/201 dt. 26-4-2021 notifying Sri Sita Ramaswamy Temple, situated at
Sriramavaram village, Denduluru Mandal, West Godavari District, U/Sec. 6 (c) (ii) of
A.P Charitable and Hindu Religious Institutions and Endowments Act, 1987. As seen
from the said proceedings, the 2nd respondent has directed the 3rd respondent to
take steps for registration of subject temple U/Sec. 43 of Endowments Act by
following the said procedure and also to take steps to notify the properties of the
subject temple under Section 22-A(1)(C) of Registration Act.

7. I submit that as stated above our family has developed the subject temple
and looking the day-to-day affairc and the maintenance of the temple for the last
several decades unintérruptedly. The impermissibility of registering or publishing
the subject temple under the Act as the said temple is more in the nature of a
private temple and is being effectively managed by me and my family members.
The procedure evolved by the 2" respondent is in direct contravention of the
provisions of the Act, as well as the principles of natural jusfice and the publication
of any rcligious cndowments under Section 6 of the Act can be done only after
notice is given to the persons under the management of the said temple.

8. I submit that attempt to registér a temple or religious endowment or for that
matter any charitable institution requires the institution to be first registered U/Sec.
43 of the Act.  After such registration, an assessment of the income of the
institution has to be done U/Sec. 65 of the Act. Thereafter, the institution is to be
published under the relevant category of the institution. As lthis has not been
followed, the proceedings dt. 26-4-2021 are vitiated and does not stands to judicial

scrutiny.
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°. I submit that challenging the proceedings of the 2" respondent dt.
26.4.2021, I approached this Hon'ble Court and filed W.P.N0.28588 of 2021 and this
Hon'ble Court after hearing the arguments of both sides at length, was pleased to
grant interim. day on 6-12-2021 granting stay of all further proccedings pursuant to
the proceedings in Rc.No. J1/343/2021 dt. 26-4-2021 of the 2" respondent. In the
meantime, this Hon'ble Court in the similar circumstances, was pleased to allow the
W.P.No. 10283 of 2921 wherein the similar proceedings issued in respect of Sri
Nandikunta_Vigneswara Swaﬁ1y Temple situated at Nadendla village and Mandal,
Guntur District were set aside with the following order:

“Accordingly, this Writ Petition is allowed setting aside the impugned
proceedings of the 2nd respondent -in Rc.No. J1/350/2021 dt. 29-4-2021,
leaving it open to the 2" respondent to consider ény further action only after

| issuing necessary notices to the petitioners and all such other persons having
interest in the temple, by way of personal notice and by way of publication in
.the news paper.. Any further decision taken by the Commissioner shall only
be after giving an adequate opportunity of hearing to the petitioners and
persons having interest, as to why the temple should not be registered and
what are.the details or alterations to such details that need-to be entered
under Section 43 (4) of the Act”. ’

10.. I submit that later the W.P.No. 28588 of 2021 is also allowed setting-aside
the Procs. Dt. 26.4.2021 directing the respondents to follow thc procedure set out in
the order dt. 22.11.201 passed in W.P.No. 1283 of 2021 the 2"% respondent also
issued the proceedings Rc.No. 31/350/2021 dt. 29.4.2021. It is relevant to
mention heré that the Sriramavaram Gram Panchayat also passed a- resolution
expressing thelr unwilllingness to Rubllcatlon' of the subject temple and also
confirmed about the possession-of the appurtenant land of the temple in our favour
and in this connection the Sarpanch, Sriramavarm Gram-Pandhayat vide his letter
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addressed to the 3™ respondent with a request to drop the proposal of the
publication of the subject temple into Endowment Department.

11. 1 submit that as stated above, myself and my family members are looking
after the day-to-day affairs of the temple including the expenses for conducting
religious functions, festivals and more particularly the salaries to the Archaka
engaged for doing the doopa-deepanaivedyam every days. The respondent
authorities without complying with the orders passed in the above referred writ
petitions are now making hectic attempts to put the lands settled to the purpose
towards its maintenance to public auction. In such an event, manifest injustice will
be caused to me and my family members and the ends of justice too would suffer.
As such in order to prevent thc multiplicity of litigation and from conducting auction
of the subject lands to public auction by the respondent authorities; I am left with no
other alternative remedy except to approach this Hon'ble Court for redressal of my

gricvances and for rendering justice.

12. In the above éircumstanccs, I have no other alternative remedy except to
approach this Hon’ble Court U/Art. 226 of the Constitution of India.

13. I have ndt filed any Writ or instituted any other legal proceedings in respecf
of similar relief as prayed for in this Writ Petition.

14. Theretore, it is prayed that this Hon'ble Court may be pleased to issue an
appropriate Writ, Order or Direction, more particularly one in the nature of Writ of

"-. Mandamus, to declare the action of the respondent authorities in proposing to

conduct the auction of the lands in R.S.No. 160 and 161 corresponding to new
R.S.Nos. 170 and 171 situated at Sriramavaram village, Denduluru Mandal, West
Godavri District, without any manner of right, authority or claim whatsoever, as
being illegal, arbitrary, unjust and unconstitutional and to grant such other relief or
rclicfs as this Hon'ble Court deems fit and proper in the circumstances of the case.




\%
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15. Tt is further prayed that this Hon'ble Court may be pleased to grant stay of all
further proceedings including conduct of auction of lands in R.S.No. 160 and 161
corresponding to new R.S.Nos. 170 and 171 situated at Sriramavaram village,
Denduluru Mandal, West Godavri District, pending disposal of the main Writ Petition,
and to pass such other order or orders as this Hon'ble Court deems fit and proper in

the circumstances of the case.

Sworn and signed before me on

this the day of January, 2025
at Amaravati. DEPONENT

Advocate/Amaravati




M

VERIFICATION STATEMENT

-7

I, Kamireddy.Bhaskara Rao s/o Harinadh Babu, aged about 48 years, occ:
Cultivation r/o Sriramavaram village, Dendluru Mandal, West Godavari District, do
hereby declare that what has been stated in para Nos. 1 to 15 filed in support of
Writ Petition are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and also

based on legal advice given to me.

Verificd at Amaravati on this the day of January, 2025.

ADVOCATE DEPONENT
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» iFile No.Cor/343/2021-J ,
| . L
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE gpgciAL COMMISSIONER,
ENDOWMENTS DEPARTMENT,AP., VIJAYAWADA.

PRESENT: P.ARJUNA-RAO, L.A.S.,
SPECIAL COMMISSIONER

! S
Proceedings in [Rc.No.J1/343/2021, Dt: 26/04/2021.
. - . { Y 7 e

on of Sri Sitararna Swamy Temple,
nduluru(M}, West Godavari District U/5 6 {c)(ii) of

Sriramavaram(V), .Den
the A.P.C & H.R.l & Enidowments ACt’_3O of 1987 - Qrders - lssued.

Endowments Department, Eluru. | .
‘ @
in the circumstanceés reporte by the Assistant Commissioner,
Endowments Depai’tment‘, Eluru inl the reference cited, the Special
Commissioner, Endowments Depajtment, A.P,, Vijayawada hereby
publishes the following Hindu Religious Institution U/S & (c)(ii) of the
Andhra Pradesh Charitable! and Hindu| Religious Institutions & Endowments

Ref: Rc.N0.A3/5527/2020, Pt.lO.lO.zozd'l:fffom the Assistant Commissioner,

: Comirpissioner, ENC . 1
lsction for registration of the said temple U/S 43
3 the procedure laid- and submit

Act, 1987 (Act 30 of 1987)." 1
{ Publication {Name of thel ~Viilage, Mandal & Classification |
No. tremplc ! Dictrict '}  assigned ;
1870 Sri Sitarama Sriramavaram(V), . Sec. 6(c)(ii i

t 2t .6(c)(ii) of the |

‘Swamy Denduluru(M), West Act Igo)(of)1987 |

Temple | Godavari District ) i

Endowments Department, Eluru is

The ~'A55istant

directed to take necassaryd i q
of the Act 30 of 1987, duly followin ,
' Y landed property of Ac.5.75 cents of

roposals fo ibition ;of the
proposal r prohibition ;0 _A (1)(c) of the Registration Act.

temple’s valuable property iU/S 22
i sd/- P.Arjuna Rao, I.A.S,,
Speacial Commissioner

i
s //f.ti.o//
- ! - ’
: . o 5.5 Chandra Sekhar Azad
Joint Commissioner

1. The Assistant Commissioner. endowments Department, Eluru. He is

requested to forward copl® of the a.bptve proceedings to the

. concerned District AUdIt Orﬁcer,Cittast%é‘\;:;t-mDe%%argment and to the
£ ) ogwrme at once. One c©

concerned inspectol t%fesnnﬂlcc board of his office, opYy

To:
should be affixed on

N
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2. Copy -to the Depuly ComMissioner, ‘Endowments Department
' Kakinada. "-He Is rdquestéd. 1O foriyaryg a8 copy -of the above
C e -.proceedings to the DistrictgCollector, ywagt Godavari District- dily .

getting it translated ih to TéLg.,g_U- (2 copies both Telugu & English) for -
causing publication of the abbve Proceedings in the District Gazette.

3. Copy to the .Regional!Joint GﬁmmlSSiOner, Endowments Department, .. %
- Rajamahendravam for info ation, . . o

4. Copy to the .Commissioner of iPrinting & Stationery, Gazette Section, .
Government | Regional --'Pfagss Building, Satyaharayanapuram;'
Mutyalampadu. Street, VijayaWada, Krishna District - 520011. with a.
request to get the matter pdflished in the AP. Gazette at-once.and
furnish a copy of the ajd - Gazette to this office at-once~
{e_mail: commiSsionerofpﬁhtingstatione’ry@yahoo.e‘:om).

5. Copy to B, F, W & P-Sections i

‘6. Copy to the Director of State /

7. Copy to'the Executive Authg
SI.No.1). . =

8. Copy to the Notice Board of this; Office. . , ‘ _ ;

9. Copy to the Editor, Aradhanaj¥onthly Magazine in Head Office-for :
informatich.- . : ‘

10.Stock File/Extra-1.

-

Head Ofﬁge‘-for information.’

3l by S.s Chandra
ar Azad -
26-04-2021 45:07:31

2n: Approved ) ﬁ/
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HONBLE SRI JUSTICE R. RAGHUNANDAN RAO

W.P.No.28588 of 2021,

ORDERs: -

'fhe ‘p‘etitlo‘ner, whosg family Is sald to have been maintalning & -
temple known as. Sl Sitarama 8wamy Temple situated In Sriramavaram
Village, Denduluru Mandat West Godavarl District, has approached this.
Court by way of the present writ petition challenging the action of the-2™ . .
respondent lﬁ pu‘bl”lsﬁlng the name of the aforesald temple inder-Section -
6(c)(il) of the AP, Charitable and Hindu .Religius Institutions and
Endowments Act; 1987 (for short ‘the Act) by way of proceedings in

gc.No.J'1/343/2'021, ‘dated 26,04.2021.

It is the case of the petitionér- that Sl Sitaram Swamy Temple
mentioned dbove had been constructed about 100 years back and the
tamily members of the petitioner had donated Jands for the purpose of
miaiptenance of the temple, subject to condition that the property would .
be retalned by the family meﬁbem of the petitiorier only. |

.’At that .stage, the.2™ respondent Is sald to have published the
temple undef Séc'tio‘n 6(c)(il) of the Act by way of the Impugned
proceedings dated 26.04;2021. Aggricved by the said publication, 'te
petitioner-had approached thls Court by way of the present wyit petition.
| Heard Sri P. Siinivas Chowdary, leamed coynsel for the petitioner

and learned. Government Pleader for Endowments, .

The Impugned proceedings themselves state that the publication.

under Section stc)(!l): has been made -even prior to tegistration of the

‘temple uiider Section 43 .of the Act. This Court while deallng with the

. qUestlon of the manner in which the temples and qther rellqlous
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. re to be recognised and l'eglstered Under, the Act, had X

establishments 2 _
passed orders in W.P.N0.10283 of 2021 dated 22.1). 2031,

s held that the first step In this. process would be registration

In the sald writ
petition it wa
of the temple or religlous endowment after due notice to g the interested
and affected parties and after glving an Opportunity of hearing to those . .
persons. It Is only after such reglstration that the authorities can go ahead 4
with the publication under-Sectjon 6 of the Act. In the present case, this
procedure has not been followed. .

In the dreumstances, the present writ petition Is allowed setting
aside the impugned proceedings dated 26.04.2021, leaving it open to the
respondents-to take appropriate: steps after duly following the protedure
set out by this Court iIn its order dated 22,11.2021 In W.P.No.10283 of
2021, There shall be no order as to costs.

" As a’sequel, pendihg tiscellanctus. pelitions; if any, shell stand

closed. '

R.RAGHUNANDAN RAO, J

31% January,” 2022
Js
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HON’BLE SRI JUSTICE R. RAGHUNANDAN RAO

WRIT PETITION No.10283 of 2021

ORDER:

~ Sri Nandikunta Vigneswara Swamy Temple, situated in
Nadendla Village and Mandal, Guntur District, is being
presently mér:aged by the petitioners. The forefathers of the
petitioners Ha& been given Ac.1.00 cents of land, by way of a
Registered Gift Deed, .vdated 03.01.1940, for the purposc of
mnaintaining the subjec-t temple, and thc samc was carried out
earlier by the forefathers of the petitioners and subsequently,
the petitioners themasclves.

2. The petitioners are aggrieved by tﬁe proceedings of
the Cdmrnissioner,' Endowments, who is arrayed as the 2nd
respondent, in Rc.No.J1/350/2021, dated 29.04.2021, directing
the publication of the temple as a Hindu Religious Institution
under Section 6(c)(ii) of the A.P. Charitable and Hindu Religious
Institutions and Endowments- Act, 1987 (for short, “the Act”).
These proceedings also directed the As’éistant Commissioner,
Endowments; Guntur to take necessary action for registration of
the temple under section 43 of the Act, and for subrhission of
proposals for entering the property. of this Institution in the

register under Section 22-A(1)(c) of Registration Act.

3. The objecﬁbn to the said order is twofold. Firstly, it
1s contended that the temple has no property and the lands
being claimed. as the property of the Templc, have becn gifted to
the forefathers of the Petitioners and consequently they are the

owners of the lands, as such the lands cannot be registered in
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the name of the Temple and further the exercise is a malafide
exercise being carried out for cxtrancous. Secondly, the
procedure adopted by the 2rd respondent in directing
publication of the temple under Section 6(c){ii) of the Act,

without any notice to the petitioners and without registering the

temple under Section 43 of the Act, is in violation of the
principles of natural justice as 'well as the provisions of the Act,

itself.

1

4, Sri V.Venu Gopala Rao, learned counsel appearing
for the petitioners has made submissions. on the
impermissibility of registering or publishing the Temple under
the Act as the said temple is more in tﬁe nature of a private
temple and is being effectively managed by the petitioners and
the impugned proceedings are more on account of pressure from

local people for extraneous purposcs.

S. Sri V.Venu Gopala Rao, would further submit,
without prejudice to his first contention, that the procedure
evolved by the 2nd respondent; is>in diréct contravention of the
provisions of the Act, as well as principles of natural justice. He
relies upon the Judgment of the erstwhile High Cour;t of AP in
V.V.V.R.K.Yachendra Vs. State of Andhra Pradesh.,El and this
Court in W.P.No. 21986 6f 2021 dated 05.10.2021, wherein it
was héld that publication of any religious endowments under

~ Scction 6 of thc Act can bc donc only after notice is given to the

persons under the management of the said temple or

! 1987 (1) ALT 256
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endowment. As no notice has beeil given to the petitionérs, who
are in mahagemcnt of the temple, the impugned proceedings
would have to be set aside on this short ground. - .

6. Sri V. Venu Gopala Rao, also contends that any
attempt to register a temple or religious eﬁdowment orx"t\"br. that
matter any charitable institution hrequires the institution to be
first regfstered under Section 43 of the Act. After such"
vregistration, an assessment of the income of the insﬁtution has
"to be donc under Section 65 of the Act. Thereafter, the
institution is to be published under¢lhe relevaul category of
Section 6 of the Act, depending upon the ascertained income of

the Institution. _As this has nnt, heen done, the impugned

proceedings would have to be set aside.

- = e = S e e ol M e T AR Wb WL SeA sy . -

AL gt e — e =

7. The respondents have filed a counter wherein it is

| stated that the impugned proceédings had been issued after a
d_etailéd report was obtained from the Inspector, Endowments
' department wherein complaints were being received from the
villagers that the present management of the temple have beeﬁ
misusing the donations being received by the temple. However,
there is no.d_-i:é.r)lnt;t. that the petitioners are in management of
" the temple and no notice was issued to the petitioners prior to

thc passing of the impugned ordcr.

8. The erstwhile High  Court ‘of AP in
V.V.V.R.K.Yachendra Vs. State of Andhra Yradesh., and this
Court, in its order in W.P.N0.21986 of 202 dated 05.10.2021,

had hcld that publication of an institution under Scction 6 of
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the Acl cannol Le done without a notice being given to the
persous in management to show cause why such a publication
should not be done. As no notice has been given to the present

management, the impugned order would have to be set aside.

9. However, the matter does not rest there. The
manner and mode in which institutions are to be registered.
under the Act has to be crystalliced to answer the contentions

raised by the learned Counsel for the petitioner.

10. All Charitable and Hindu Religious Institutions and
Endowments, (hereinafter referred to as Institutions) as defined
under various sub sections of Section 2 of the Act, whether
registered or not, fall within the ambit of the Endowments Act.
The procedure for registering these Institutions has been put in

place in the Endowments Act.

11. Section 43 of the Act, 1987 stipulates that the
trustee or other person in management of every institution,
except those Institutions which have already been registered '
under the Endowments Act 1966, shall make an applidation, for
registration under the Endowments Act, to the Jurisdictional
Assistant Commissioner, within 90 days of the commencement
of the 1987 Act or 90 days from the founding of such an
institution. In the event of such an application not being
submitted, the Commissioner, Endowments can get the
Institution registered under Section 44 of the Act. It is
significant that, while Section 44 of the Act requires the

Commissioner to follow a prescribed procedure, for registering
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an Institution, there is no such requirement in Section 43 of
Act. As the procedure, to be followed under Section 43, is not
set out elsewhere, the said procedure would have to be

ascertained from the provisions of Scction 43 itsclf.

12.  Upon ém application; containing various details
rclating to the Institution, as set out in Section 43 7(4), .being
filed by the Trustee or Person in management, the Assistant
Commissioner, shall after making such enquiry as he thought fit
and after hearing, under Section 43 (5) of the Act, any “ person
having interest” in the institution or endowment, would register
the Institution duly recording the details set out in section 13
(4), with such alterations that may be necessafy on account of
the variations found by the Assistant Cémmissioner in the
course of Iéhe enquiry. This discretion would extend to refusing
to register the Institution also. The term “Person having

Interest” has been defined in Section 2(18) of the Act as follows:

(18} "Persor: having interest"” includes -

() in the case of a math, a disciple of the math or a person of
the religious persuasion to which the math belongs ;

{(b) in the case of a charitable institution or endowment or a
religious institution other than a math or a religious endowment
a person who is entitled to attend at or is in the habit of
attending the performance of service, charity or worship
connected with the institution or endowment or who 1s entitled
to partake or is in the habit of partaking in the benefit of any
charity or the distribution ot gifts thereat ;

{r) in the case of a specific endowment a person who is entitled
to attend at or is in the habit of attending the performance of
the service or charity or who is entitled to partake or is in the
habit of partaking in the benefit of the charity ;
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This definition, which is an inclusive definition, includes

followers and devotees of Maths and Temples and beneficiaries

of charitable institutions, within the said definition.

13. Section 43 (5) of the Act mandates an enquiry with
opportunity to all persons having interest, to raise all necessary
issues before the Assistant Commissioner. The issues that can
be raised in such an enquiry would include the Issues of
whether the Institution is a Charitable or Hindu Reiigious
Institution or Endowment falling within the ambit of the
Endowments Act, the correctness of the details that are required
to be set out, in the application under Section 43 (4} and such
other matters which have a bearing on the Institution. This
would necessitate a notice to all persons having interest to put
forth their views and objections relating to the registration of the
Institution and the details which are to be rcgistered. As the
definition of a “person haﬁg interest” brings within its ambit a
very large section of society, it would be appropriate for the
registering authority to serve personal notice of the application
on sﬁch persons that, to the knowledge and belief of the
registering authority, answer the description of “person with
interest” and a general notice, to all other persons having
inlerest, by publication in the newspapers which arc" circulated
in the_ area where the Institution itself or the main office of the
institution is located. The Registering authority after giving
adequate time for objections to be filed and after considering the
said objections would be required to register the Institution or

reject the application of the trustee or person in management.
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14. In the event of such a Trustee or other person in

management failing to apply for registration of the Institution or
Endowment, the Commissioner of Endowments can issue a
notice to ;uch a person to make an application in that regard
under Séction 44 of the Act. This provision reads as under:

Section 44. Power of Commissioner to have the

institution or endowment registered:-

Where any trustee or other person incharge of the management
of a charitable or religious institution or endowment fails to
apply for the registration of the institution or endowment, the
Commissioner, shall give notice to the trustee or the other
person aforesaid to make an application in that regard within a
specified period and if he fails to make such application within
the period specified, the Commissioner may have the
institution or endowment registered after following the
prescribed procedure and recover the cost incurred for such
registration from the funds of such institution or endowment.

The term “Prescribed” has been defined in Section 2 ( 19)
to mean, the procedure prescribed by the Rules made under
this Act. The Institutions and Endowments Registration Rules,
1987 have been framed, by way of G.O.Ms. No. 631, Revenue
(Endowments-I), dated 30.06.1989, prescﬁbing the procedure to
be followed under Section 44 of the Act.:Under these Rules, the
process starts with the jurisdictional Assistant Commissioner,
under Rule 4, informing the Commissioner, Endowments, the
name of the Trustee or person in management, who has failed to
apply for registration, as required under section 43 (1). Upon
such a report being sent, the Commissioner, under Rulc 5, shall
issue a notice, in Form-II, prescribed under the Rules, to such
person requiring the said person to file an application for
registration, within the time given under the said notice. The

person receiving the notice, is entitled, under Rule 6, to file his
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objections to such a notice. In the event of objections being filed,
the Commissioner, Endowments would have to consider and
dispose of the objections and either drop further proceedings or
direct the Assistant Commissioner to register the Inst.itution, at
the cost of the Institutiop. Where no objections are filed or
where an application for registration is filed, the commissioner
can direct the Assistant Commissioner concerned, to register
the Institution, at the cost of the Institution. It may be pointed
out that under Section 44 of the Act read with the Rules, it is
the Commissioner, Endowments who is the authority to ta'ake all
decisions in relation to registration under Section 44 of the Act.
Thereafter, the Assistant Commissioner would, if so d.irected by
the Commissioner, only carry out the consequential action of

registering the Inatitution.

15. There is no provision, under Section 44, for hearing
any objections that the person in management or trustee may
have about the registration of the Institution. Howevef, Rule 6 of
the rules gives such an opportunity to the Trustee or person in
management. This right to a notice and filing of objections has
not i)een given to any of the persons having interest, either
under the Act or the Rules. A similar situation had come up
beforé the erstwhile High court of Andhra Pradesh in
V.V.V.R.K.Yachendra Vs. State of Andhra Pradesh. In this
case there was no provision of notice or opportunity being given,
under the Endowments Act, 1966, before an Institution was
registered under the said Act. The trustee of one such temple

which had been registered had approached the Court with the
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plea that the said temple had been 1egistered without any notice
and opportunity being given to him to show that the temple was
a private temple which could not be registered. The Court, after
noticing the fact that there was no provision, in the 1966 Act,

for issuing notice prior to registration had held as follows:

8. There is no express provision in the section obliging the
Commissioner to issue notice to the trustee of a private
temple before enlisting the temple as a public temple. But
having regard to the consequences of the notification
under Sec. 6(c)(ii), it cannot be doubted that it affects the
civil rights of trustees like the petitioner. It is well settled
that when civil rights of a citizen are affected by the
proposed action under provisions of Act, compliance of the
principles of natural justice is implict, unless this
requirement is specifically taken away by the statute itself.
In Smt. Menaka Gandhi v. Union of India the passport of
the pectitioner was impounded without notice to the
petitioner as there was no provision in the Passport Act
requiring the authorities to give notice before impounding
the Passport, the Supreme Court observed:

“The principle of reasonablcness, which legally as well as
philosophically, is an essential element of quality or non-
arbitrariness pervades Article 14 like a broading
omnipresence and the procedure contemplated by Article
21 must answer the test of reasonableness in order to be
in conformity with Article 14. It must be “right and just
and fair “and not arbitrary, fanciful or oppressive:
otherwise, it would be no procedwe al ull and the
requirement of Article 21 would not be satisficd”.

9. In a very recent judgment in Central in Land Water
Transport Corpn Ltd. v. Brojo Nath the Supreme Court held:

“The progression of the judicial concept of Art. 14 from a
prohibition against discriminatory class legislation to an
invalidating factor for auty discritninatory or arbitrary State
action has been traced in Tulsiram Patel's case (1985) 3
SCC 398 (at page 473-476: ((1985) 3 SCC 398 : AIR 1985
SC 1416 at pp. 1458-1460). The principles of natural justice
have now come to be recognized as being a part of the °
Constitutional guarantee contained in Art. 14, In Tulsiram
Patel's case this court said (at page 476 of SCC) (at page
1460 of AIR}. The principles of natural justice have thus
come to be recognized as being a partsyllegism runs thus:
violation of a rule of natural justice results in arbitrariness
which is the same as discrimination; where discrimination
is the result of State action, it is violation of Article 14;
therefore a violation of a principle of natural justice by a
State action 1s a violation of Article 14. Article 14, however,
is not the sole repository of the principles of natural justice.
What it does is to guarantee that any law of State action
violating them will be struck down.
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The principles of natural justice, however, apply not only to
Iegislution and Stale aclion but also where any tribunal,
authority or body of men, not coming with in the definition
of State in Article 12, is charged with the duty of deciding a
matter”.

10. In view of the authoritative pronouncement of the
Supreme Court on the issue. I am of the view that the
notification issued by the second respondent is illegal and it
is accordingly quashed.

16. The Act has created a special class of persons called
“Persons having Interest”. This clas.s ha; been created in
recognition of the fact that the persons falling in this class have
a special right and interest in the functioning and management
of these Institutions. In such circumstances the principle
enunciated above would squarely apply to all persons having
interest and they would also have the right to be heard after
notice is given to them. Accordingly, the procedure set out
above, for giving notice and hearing the persons having interest,
in relation to proceedings under section 43 of the Act, would

apply to proceedings under Section 44 also.

17. It is true that this court is introducing a requirement
of notice and opportunity to “persons having interest”, when no
such proﬁsion is available. This requirement is being brought in
for two reasons. Firstly, because such a lacuna in the rules can
not be a ground for denying the basic principles of natural
justice to persons who are interested in the management and
well being of these institutions. Secondly, because the rules are
at best directory and a guide for ensuring certain minimum
requirements of law. Similarly, Rule 4 that states that the
process has to be started only on the report of the Assistant

Commissioner need nol restrain 1he Commissioner from issuing,




1
RRR,J

"13 W.P.N0.10283 of 2021

a notice under Section 44 of the Act, when such information is
giveﬁ to the Commissioner from any othgr source. Section 44 of
the Act does not lay down any such restr;ctions_on the
Commissioner. As long as the basic requirement of notice and
opportunity to thé affected parties is not waived, the procedufc
laid down in Rule 4 cannot cut down the ambit of the power of
the Cornrrfissioner to undertake such registration. Any other
view can result in the registration of an Institution being
stymied by a procedural rule which takes away the power
conferred on the Commissioner by the Statute itself. For
example, there may be a situation where information is received
by the Commissioner directly about | an Institution which"
requires to be registered. It is the Commissioner, who is the
authority, under section 414, who is to decide whether the
institution is to be registered or not. In such a situation,
referring the matter to the Assistant Commissioner to enable
him to send a report for initiating the process of registration,

would be a redundancy.

18. Apart from registration, all the Institutions falling
within the Ambit of the Act have to be published under Section
0 of the Act, which reads as follows:

6. Preparation and publication of list of charitable and religious
Institutions and endowments on the basis of incomec:-

The Commissioner shall prepare separately and publish in the
prescribed manner, a list of-

(a) (i) the charitable institutionis and endowments ; or
(ii) thc rcligious institutions and endowinents other tlian maths;
whose annual income as valculated for the purpose of levy of
enntribution under Section /S [exceed‘ rupees t\venty-ﬂve
lakhs];
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(b} (i) the charitable institutions and endowments;

(ii) the religious institutions and endowments, other than
miaths;  whose amual ivcoe calculated as aforesaid [exceeds
rupees two lakhs but does not exceed rupees twenty-five lakhs];

(c) (i) the chatitable institutions and endowments ; or

(ii) the religious institutions and endowments other than maths
not falling under clause (a) or clause (b);

(d) the maths irrespective of the income :

(e) the Dharmadayam irrespective of the income;

Provided that thc Commissioncer may alter the classification aasigned to
an institution or endowment in the list and enter the same in the
appropriate list in case the annual income of such institution or
endowment calculated as aforesaid exceeds or falls below the limits
specified in Clause (a) or Clause (b) or Clause (¢) for three consecutive
years.

19. The above provision requires publication to be
carried out, in different categories, based solely upon their
annual income. This categorisation has a bearing on the
supervision of the said Institutions. Under Section 8, certain
functions are to be carried out by the Commissioncr or
Additional Commissioner in Institutions published under
Section 6 (a), (d} and clause (e). Under Section 10, certain
functions are.to be carried out by the Deputy Commissioner,
within his Division, in Institutions published under Section 6
(b). Under Sectionl1, certain functions are to be carried out by
the Assistant Commissioner, within his Sub Division, in
Institutions published under Section 6 (¢). The said provision
does not set out any procedure for assessing the annual-Income
of the Institution. The provision for such assessment is

contained elsewhere in the Act.

20. The Hon’ble Supreme Court in Sri Divi

Kodandarama Saram and Ors., Vs. State of Andhra Pradesh
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and Ors.,? while considering the quéstion of payment of
emoluments to Archakas had an occasion to consider the
manner in which temples-are to be categorised under Section 6
of the Endowments Act, 1987 and held as follows:

3. Section 6 of the Act classifies the charitable or religious
institutions and endowments and other mutts on the basis of the
income and "its calculation under Section 65. Section 6(a)
institutions are thosc whosc income exceeds Rs 5 lakhs and above
per annum;’ Séction 6(b) institutions arc those whose income
exceeds Rs 50,000 but is less than Rs 5 lakhs; and Section 6(c)
institutions are other than those covered under clauses (@) and

(B)......... :

It would thus to bc clear that thc categorisation of an
institution and publication of the institution under thc rclevant
sub-section and sub-clause of Section 6 can be done only after
there is an assessment of the income of the institution under

Section 65 of the Act, 1987.

21. In the light of. the above scheme of the Act, the
;egistration of the Institution is to be done either under Section
-43 or 44. Thereafter, the annual income of the Institution is to
be assessed under various provisions of the Act. After such

assessment, the Institution is to be categorised and published

uﬁder Section 6.of the Act.

22. In the present case, there is no registration under
Section 43 or'44 of the Act and publication under Section 6 has
been taken up di;ectly without notice_ being given to the
Petitioners who afe admittedly in management of the iempie.

For all these reasons the impugned orders have to be set aside.

2 1997 (6) 5CC 189
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The procedure to be followed for

registration/publication of institutions under the Endowments

Act, 1987 can be summer up as follows:

A)

B)

i) where an application is made under Section 43(4)
of the Act, 1987, the registering authority shall issuc -
personal notice, to such persons having interest as
are within the knowledge of the registering authority
and also publish a notice in the local newspapers
giving, all persons having interest in the institution,
an opportunity to put forth theiI: views and

objections.

ii) After affording an adequate opportunity to all
such persons, t.he. registering authority shall tale a
decision whelher the institution has to be registered
or not. If a decision is taken to rcgister the
institution, the registering authority shall register
the same after filling in all the necessary details
required under Section 43(4) of the Act.

Where the registration is carried out under Section
44 of the Act, the following procédure shall be

followed:

i) The Jurisdictional Assistant Commissioner either
suo motu or on such information that is given Lo
him, shall give a report to the Commissioner,
Endowments detailing the institution that requires
to be registered and the names of the person or

persons, who have failed to approach the competent
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Jurisdictional Assistant Commissioner under
Section 43 of the Act.
ii) Upon such information being given by the

Assistant Commissioner, or being received from any

‘other source, the Cominissioner shall issue notices

under Form-II to all persons, who are in default, to
file an application for registration within the time

given in the notice.

"iii) The Commissioner shall also issue notices to all

persons having interest in the institution either by
way of personal notice or by way of publication of

the notice in the local news papawers or both, giving

oppoftufxity_to,such persons to put-forth.their views

and objections on the aspect of registration as well
as the details which are to be contained under

”

Section 43(4) of the Act.

iv)] The Trustees, persons in management and/or

the persons having interest are entitled to file their

" objections in reidtion to the question of whether the

said Institution ic Hable to be registered and/or the
details that are require:i to be included in the
register under Section 43 of the Act. They may also
place such material as they deerﬁ. ncccssafy ‘betore
fhc Commissioner. After giving adequate opportunity
for all such objections to be filed, the Commissioner

atter considering these objections and material




C)

D)
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submitted by the objectors and after such enquiry

as may be deemed fit, shall take a decision as to

whether the institution is to be registered or not and

the details that need to be registered under Section

43(4) of the Act.

v} In the cvent of the Commissioner determining
that the institution requires to be registered, he

shall issue directions to the Jurisdictional Assistant

Commissioner to register the institution along with '

the details that need to be entered in the register

under Section 43(4) of the Act.

vi) Upon such instructions being received, the
Jurisdiclional Assistant Commissioner shall register
the institution duly entering of the dctails required
under Section 43(4) of the Act. This process shall be

done at the cost of the institution.

After such registration, the income of the institution

is to be assessed undcr Scction 65 of the Act, 1987.

Basing upon the quantum of income assessed under
Section 65 of the Act, 1987, the institution is to be
published by the appropriate authority on the basis
of the calculation done according to the income of

the institution.

Ac.cordingly, this Writ Petition is allowed setting
aside the impugned proceedings of the 2nd respondent in

Rc.No.J1/350/2021, dated 29.04.2021, leaving it upen to the
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2nd respondent to consider any further action only after issuing
necessary notices to the petitioners and all such other persons
having interest in the temple, by way of personal notice and by
way of publication in the news paper. Any further decision taken
by the Commissioner shall only be after giving an adequate
opportunity of hearing, to the petitioners and persons having
interest, as to why the temple should not be registered and what
are ‘the details or alterations to such details that nieed to be

entered under Section 43(4) of the Act.
25. There shall be no order as to costs.

As a sequel, the miscellaneous applications, if any

pénding, shall stand closed.

R. RAGHUNANDAN RAO, J.
22.11,2021
RJS
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HON’BLE SRI JUSTICE R. RAGHUNANDAN RAO

WRIT PETITION'NO. 10283 of 2021

22.11.2021
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH AT AMARAVATI

* Rk
W.P.N0.10283 of 2021

Between:

1, NallamotHiJ'V_eeralah, S/o.late Seshaiah, aged about 85 years,
Occ: Agricuiture.

2. Nallamothu Venkateswarlu, S/o.Late Bollaiah, aged about 78 years,
Occ: Agriculture.

3. Nallamothu @ Nelluri Vijaya Sarathi, S/o.Late Venkata Ramaiah,
aged about 41 years, Occ: Private Employee.

(All the petitioners are resident of Nadendal Village and Mandal, Guntur District).
... Petitioners
And

$ 1. The State of Andhra Pradesh, Rep.by its Principal Secretary, Revenue
(Endowments) Department, Secretariat at Velagapudi, Amaravathi, Guntur
District.

2. The Commissiencr, Endowments Department, A.D,, Gollapudi, Vijayawada,
Krishna District.

3. The Assistant Commissioner, Endowments Department, Naaz Centre, Guntur.
... Respondents

Date of Judgment pronounced on 1 22-11-2021
HON'BLE SRI JUSTICE R. RAGHUNANDAN RAO

1. Whether Reporters of Local newspapers : Yes/No

May be allowed to see the judgments?

2. Whether the copies of judgment may be marked { Yes/No

to Law Reborters/Journals:

3. Whether the Lordship wishes to see the fair copy : Yes/No

Of the Judgment?
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*IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH AT AMARAVATI
* HON'BLE SRI JUSTICE R. RAGHUNANDAN RAO

+ W.P.N0.10283 of 2021

% Dated: 22-11-2021
Between:

1. Nallamothu Veeraiah, S/o.late Seshaiah, aged about 85 years,
Occ: Agriculture, :

2. Nallamothu Venkateswarlu, S/o.Late Bollaiah, aged about 78 years,
Occ: Agriculture.

3. Nallamothu @ Nelluri Vijaya Sarathi, S/o.Late Venkata Ramaiah,
aged ahout 41 years, Occ:Private Employee.

(All the petiticners are resident of Nadendla Village and Mandal, Guntur District).
... Petitioners
And

$ 1. The State of Andhra Pradesh, Rep.by its Principal Secretary, Revenue
{Endowments) Department, Secretariat at Velagapudi, Amaravathi, Guntur
District. :

2. The Commissioner, Endowments Department, A.P., Gollapudi, Vijayawada,
Krishna District.

3. The Assistant Commissloner, Endowments Department, Naaz Centre, Guntur.

... Respondents

! Counsel for petitioners . ¢ V.Venu Gopala Rao

~Counsel for Respondents 1to 3  : G.P. for Endowments.

<GIST :

>HEAD NOTE:

? Cases referred:

! 1997 (6) 5CC 189

' 1987 (1) ALT 256
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From A
O/o. Executive Officer,
Unguturu, Rachuru Group of Temples,

Unguturu Village & Mandal, Eluru District.

Letter No. 191/2023-2, Dated: 05-07-2021

To

The Tahsildar,

Dendulu»ru Mandal,

Denduluru,

Eluru District.

Subject:

Reference:

Endowment Department - Eluru District - Denduluru Mandal Sri
Ramavaram Village Sri Seetharama Swamy Temiple Sri Ramavaram
Vﬂlage R.S. No. 170AAc. 3.58 Cents and R.S. No. 171 Ac. 2.11 Cents,
that is a total of Ac. 5.69 Cents. The report is submitted to you

regarding the cancellation of the passbooks of the encroaching

. parties in_relation to the lands in the name of Sri Seetharama

Swamy and the transfer of the same in the name of God.

1. Our office letter no. 191/2023 dated 15.12.2023.

| - 2. R.0.C.No. 01/2024 C.S. dated 03. 01 2024 from the office of the

Hon. Tahsnldar Dendulur

3. Our office letter no. 191/2023-1 dated 22.01.2024.

* % %k . MELE

Sri Seetharama Swamy Temple situated in Sri Ramavaram village,

Denduluru mandal, Eluru district, R S.No. 170in Ac. 3 58 Centsin Ac. 2.11 Cents

that is a total of Ac. 569 Cents ‘As per the registered deed No. 643/1918 dated




¥

2

25.04.19189, the land given by Kamireddy Nagayya, S/o. Dharmayya in writing to
Sri Swamy has not been acquired, therefore, the said land in R.S. No. 170 in Ac.
3.58 Cents is currently owned by Kamireddy Sirilakshﬁﬁi W/o. Harinadababu, a
resident of Sri Ramavaram village and R.S. No. 1;]1 in Ac. 2.11 Cents Kamireddy
Bhaskara Rao S/o. | have submitted a report regarding the cancellation of the
Pattadar Passhooks in the name of Harinadha Babu, and in the above report 2,
the temple has stated that the temple should apply for mutation online to

transfer the said Ac. 5.69 Cents land to the name of the temple.

_ Inthis regard, we are informed that an application for mutation was madc
online through your service for the land of_ R.S. No. 171 in Sri Ramavaram village
_belo,ng'_:ing to Srl Swami's temple. | am attachiné. a copy of the said application.
- And fofr the rnutation of the land of R.S. No. 170 in Sri Ramavaram village, your
service has informed that the said land cannot be mutated as it is under

mortgage.

Therefore, ‘I request you that since the land in Sri Ramavaram village, R.S.
No. 170 belonging to the temple of Sri Swami, is under mortgage and it is not
pOSStble to make a mutation through your service, | request that appropriate
steps be taken to make a mutatlon in the said R.S. No. 170 for the land of 3.57
rooms and issue the passbooks of the landowner in the name of the Swami. And
! p;'ay that the land in R.S. No. 171, which was made live by your service, be

issued with the passbooks of thé landowner in the name of Sri Swami.

Yours Truly
4 Sd/-xx

(Executive Officer/Single Trustee)
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To
The District Endowment Officer,

Endowments Department,

Eluru.

As pér the petition filed regarding the publication 01" the Sri Seetharan{a' :

Swamy Temple under the Sri Ramavaram Gram Panchayat of Dendulur Mandal,
the matter was discussed in the Gram Panchayat in the general meeting held on
20,11.2023 vide: Resolution No. 164 and the Gram Panchayat governing body

rejected the publication. We are informing our office about the matter.

-Regarding the written objections of the people of Sri Ramavaram village,

Dendulur M_andal, Eluru district, regarding the suspension of publication

regarding the 5ri Seetharama Swamy Temple.

The Sri Seetharama Swany Temple in 5ri Ramavaram Dcendulur Mandal
has been in exnstence for more than 100 years. The temp]e and the people of
our village are managing the temple together. We celebrate Sri Ramanavami
festivals ln the said temple every year wnth great enthusiasm. Objections have
been sought through your notice pasted at the Dendulur Tahsildar's oﬁ"ce and

the Gram Panchayat office for publication of the .said temple in the

endowments.

The people of Sri Ramavaram village, the village Sarpanch and other public
representatives all together inform you that we do hot want the said temple to
be published in the endowment. We, all the villagers, are managing the said

temple together. We also take care of the salary and allowances of the said

p.riest, the expenses of the puja and other expenses. We have been managing

fhe said temple from our ancestors. Since we do not want the said temple to be




2

published in the en.dowment, we, all the_peopl'e of this village, are requesting

you to stop the publication regarding the temple of Sri Sitarama Swamy and are
expressing our objcctions to you.

Yours Truly

Sd/-xx

Sarpanch

Sriramavaram Gram Panchayat

Dendufuru Mandal, Eluru District.
Copy to:
The Inspector, Endowments Department, Eluru

E.O.K. Srinivas

" Enclosures: Capy of Gram Panchayat Resolution
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- General Body Me-eting

Proceedings of the General Meeting held on 20.11.2023 at 11.00 am at
the Sriramavararn Gram Panchayat Office under the chairmanship of Sarpanch

Sri Kamireddy Venkata Narasimha Rao.

Item No. 164: The matter regarding the publication related to Sri .
| Seetharamaswamy Temple under the jurisdiction of

‘ Sriramavaram Gram Panchayat was di;cussed in the

General Meeting of the Gram Panchayat as per the

appliéation of the village people and the matter

related fo the publication was rejected by the Gram .

Panchayat Governing Body.

Resolution No. 164: Approved.

Sd/-xx, Kamireddy Venkata Narasimha Rao
Sarpanch

" Grama Panchayat Sriramavaram

//A true copy of the original//

~ Sd/-xx
" panchayat Secretary
Grama Panchayét, Sriramavaram

Denduluru (M), Eluru District.
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- 1, Subject:

A meeting of the Gram Panchayat General Body was convened on
20.11.2023 to stop the publication of the Sri Sitarama Swamy Temple in Sri

Ramavaram village, Denduluru mandal, Eluru district and to manage the temple

on its own.

1
. 1

2. Regardmg the suspension of the appointment of an Executive Offlcer or a

'Single Trustee for the said temple and the appointment of one thousand.

- 1. Resolutioh:

The Sri Sitarama Swémy Temple in Sri Ramavaram village, Denduluru

“mandal, Eluru district has been managed by the villagers on their own since the

past. Regarding the request of the Endowment Department to publish the said
temple, all thec members of the said General Body Meeting unanimously passed

a resolution to stop the publication of the said temple.

2. Resolution:

‘The members unanimously passed a resolution requesting the
Endowment Department not to appoint an executive officer or single trustee for

the said temple without the knowledge of the people of our village, and if one

is appointed, he should be immediately removed. |
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| would like to submit to the Inspector, Eluru regarding the arrangement
of the lands of Sitarama Swamy in Sriramavaram village, Denduluru mandal that.
The Sitarama Swamy temple in Sriramavaram village was built 100 years ago.
This temple has been under the priesthood for about 75 years since the time of

my father.

| hereby write to you that, Mr. Nagayya, S/o. Kamireddy Dharmayya
executed an Endowments Deed on the name of God for Survey No. 160, Ac. 2-
11 Cents and Survey No. In 161, Ac. 3.58 Cents that is a total land of Ac. 5-69
cents in Sriramavaram village on 25-4-1999 for the sake of offerings to God and

registered it in Bhimadolu Sub Registrar office vide document no. 643/1919 and

also mentioned that their descendants will perform Kalyanam festivals every

year regardless ot the income coming from the land. It was written that this land
should not be sold or given away. Since then, the descendants have been
organizing the offerings and Sri Sitarama Kalyanam festival every year, They are
only cultivating this land. All the things are being done without any shortcomings
till now. It has been decided that if their descendants do not act in accordance

with the said deed, the property will be taken over by the trustees.

Yours Truly

Vadapalli Venkata Rama Krishnama Charyulu
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Letter No. __ /2020, Dated: /02/2020

From

The Inspector,
Endowments Department,

Eluru, West Godavari District.

To
The Deputy Commissioner,
Endowments Department,

Kakinada, East Godavari District.

Sir,

Subject: Endowments Department - Request for Supplementary Grant for
Sri Chowdeswara Ramalingeswara Swamy Temple in Eluru City,
Eluru Mandal, West Godavari District for the year 2020-2021 -

Report Submitted on 27/02/2020 From Executive Officer from your
office from Computer No. B57322357/2020

| would like to submit that, | was called to Endowments office regarding
the lands of Sitarama Swamy in Sri Ramavaram village, Dendulur mandal.
Sitarama Swamy Temple in Sri Ramavaram village was built about 100 years ago.
Nagayya, the son of my grandfather Kamireddy Dharmaya gave this temple a
land of Ac. 5-69 cents for the purpose of offerings to this temple. On
25/04/1919, he wrote an Endowments Deed to God in which he said that my
family would perform worships and conducting the Sri Rama Navami Kalyanam
of the God. Since then, our descendants have been conducting the same. This
land has been written without any rights to sell it and there will be no use: of
Endowment Deed. We can give the land to the Lord and we can relinquish our

right of offerings. We inform you that in the future also our own descendants
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will perform worships. The Endowments Deed was written to Sri Sitarama
Swamy by Nagayya, S/o. Kammareddy Dharmayya, resident of the said village
on 25/04/19 for the sake of offerings to Sri Sitarama Swamy. Having decided
that apart from offerings to this temple for the God, we will provide monthly’
groceries for the priests indefinitely, and that tHe duty of the God should be our
hereditary duty. | hereby declare and promise the following agricultural lands
belonging to me to the God, keep them in my possession and pay all the dues to
the government for these lahds. No one else will have any rights and claims on
the saiq lands and we will not use it for other purposes. If any deficier).cies
regardihé grains occurs in future, 1 will resolve them at my own cost. We will

_performe Kalyanam and so on that take place every year.

Yours Truly

Kamireddy Harinatha Babu



Memorandum of Writ Petition Misc. Petition

(Under Section 151 of C.P.C.)

IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA PRADESH AT AMARAVATI

I.A.No. of 2025
In
' W.P.No. of 2025
Between:
Kamireddy Bhaskara Rao s/o Harinadh Babu,
aged about 48 years, occ: Cultivation
r/o Sriramavaram village, Dendluru Mandal
West Godavari District. ...Petitioner
and
1) The State of Andhra Pradesh, rep. by its
~ Principal Secretary, Endowments Department,
Sccretariat, Vclagapudi, Amaravati.
2) The Special Commissioner, Endowments
Department,_Gollapudi, Vijayawada,
Krishna.
3) The Assistant Commissioner,
~ Endowments Department
Eluru, West Godavari District. ..Respondents

For the reasons stated in the affidavit filed in support of‘Writ Petition, it is
prayed this Hon'ble. Court may be pleased to grant stay of all further proceedings -

including conduct of auction of lands in R.S.No.

160 and 161 corresponding to new

R.S.Nos. 170 and 171 situated at Sriramavaram village, Denduluru Mandal, West

Godavri District, pending disposal of the main Writ Petition, and to pass such other

- order or orders as this Hon’ble Court deems fit

the case.

AMARAVATI
Dated:

and propcr’in the circumstances of

COUNSEL FOR PETITIONER
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WEST GODAVARI DISTRICT

IN THE HIGH COURT OF ANDHRA
PRADESH AT AMARAVATI

I.A.No. of 2023

W.P.No. of 2023

STAY PETITION

Filed by:

M/sVenna G Sai Venkat (25279),
Venna Ravi Teja,
T. Arunachalam,
N. Radhika
Advocates

COUNSEL FOR PETITIONER
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